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The working group held a meeting (via Zoom) on June 15, 2021; below a brief summary of the issues

discussed and the WG’s suggestions to the NS Board of Directors are summarized:
The WG discussed the proposal of starting an open access / soundness-based journal suggested by H
AL BaE 4 28 A as a complement to NSR and other existing society journals. While the WG
recognized potential benefits of this idea, our current contract with Elsevier for NSR contains a clause
(Section 3.2) stating, “In consideration of the Publisher’s commitments to the Society as set forth
herein, the Society agrees that it will not involve itself in any other publishing activities in English that
compete with or otherwise have a materially negatively impact on the Journal.” Thus any involvement

of JNS in this new journal would require legal consultation and notification and discussion with Elsevier



to ensure we do not breach the contract.

Discussion of the points above centered around identifying the appropriate time to raise this with
Elsevier, the need for more specific information on the model of the proposed journal, the possible
interest of Elsevier in partnering for a new open-access journal and if this clause could be modified in
future contracts.

The WG also discussed the need to renew our current contract with Elsevier before it expires in
December 2023. The is broad support for JNS to acquire 50% ownership of NSR, as it would
substantially increase the annual royalties. It was noted however, that this would also make us 50%
responsible for any legal costs, including brand protection, so this should be considered when planning
on future budgets.

In preparation for future contract negotiations issues to be considered are the ownership stake, the
length of the contract (5 vs 10 years), any conditions that may be altered and how the changes in the

publishing world the last 10 years have altered the business models.
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+ Future discussions on the benefits of 50% ownership of NSR
Look for data on open-access journals affiliated with Elsevier and collect information on other society
journals
Collect further information on the plans of H A F:BEE# 2387 potential journal

Continue to generate suggestions to increase high quality submissions to NSR
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