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Minutes of the IBRO Governing Council
Meeting

Saturday, July 8, 2006
Vienna, Austria

Present

Albert Aguayo, President (Chair)

Jenny Lund, Secretary General

Stephanie de La Rochefoucauld, Ex. Dir.
Stephanie Wubben, Dir. Programmes

Andree Blakemore, Web Editor

Ante Padjen, Webmaster, IT Dir.

Micaela Morelli, Societa Italiana di
Neuroscienze

Marian Joels, Royal Netherlands Academy A
&S

Fotini Stylianopoulou, Hellenic Soc. NS
Piergiorgio Strata, Publications Committee
Marina Bentivoglio, SG Elect

Monica di Luca, WERC Chair

Pavel Balaban, CEERC Chair

Annica Dahlstrom, Nominating Committee
Josef Syka, Czech Academy of Sciences
Jose M Delgado-Garcia, Spanish Soc. for NS
Andrew Gundlach, Australian NS Society
Ann Turnley, Melbourne Congress

Leon Zagrean, Romanian Soc NS

Ana Sebastiao, Portuguese Soc. for NS
Giovanni Berlucchi, IBRO ICSU Rep
Sigismund Huck, Board of IBRO Schools
Duncan Banks, British Neuroscience Assoc.
Tamas Freund, FENS

Sten Grillner, Membership Committee
Susan Sara, Alumni Committee Chair

Marty Saggese, Executive Dir., SfN

lvica Kostovik, Croatian Soc. of
Neuroscience

Ljubisav Rakic, Society for NS of Serbia/
Montenegro

Abdu Adem, NS Group of United Arab
Emirates

Michal Novak, Slovak Society for
Neuroscience

Laurence Garey, IRNTP

Tarja Stenberg, Brain Research Soc. of
Finland

Arpad Dobolyi, Hungarian Nat .Com. of IBRO
Arpad Parducz, Hungary

Ryszard Przewlocki, Polish Neuroscience
Society

Maja Bresjanac, Slovenian Neuroscience
Assoc.

Gerard Boer, Dutch Neurofederation

Tamar Bardadze, AGN

Friedrich Barth, Austrian Academy of
Sciences

Zui Wollberg, Israel

Stephanie Clarke, Swiss Society for
Neuroscience

KP Hoffman, German Neuroscience Society
Masanobu Kano, Japan Neuroscience Society

O

3. Marina Bentivoglio was welcomed as
Secretary General Elect. Her term will
begin January 1, 2007, ending on December
31, 2009.

4. Report from the Secretary-General,
Jenny Lund.

Jenny Lund reported that she arrived in
Vienna after spending three weeks visiting
five different cities in China to discuss
neuroscience programs in the region. She
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suggested that actions should be taken to
encourage the Chinese government to fund
scientific research. Currently most post-
doctoral researchers are pursuing careers
abroad and many of them are not likely not
return to their home country.

The Asia Pacific Regional Committee

(Chair, Y.S. Chan) plans to have a twoweek
school in conjunction with 4th Federation
of Asian-Oceanian Neuroscience Societies
(FAONS) Congress in Hong Kong in December
2006. The committee is also planning a
school in Mumbai in September.

The African Regional Committee (Chair, Raj
Kalaria) has successfully collaborated
with other IBRO Committees to fund
neuroscience events. They have just
completed a school in Cape Town which was
a joint effort with the US/Canada Regional
Committee. They are also partnering with
the Clinical/Basic Science Program to fund
an Association pour la Promotion des
Neurosciences (APRONES) 2006 biennial
conference and a joint symposium on
"Infectious disease and the brain" in
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC).

5. Treasurer Report, Stephanie de La
Rochefoucauld for Steve Redman

The income generated by "Neuroscience",
the IBRO Journal is levelling out at
almost 2 million euros. Membership dues
are nearly 50,000 euros and outside
funding is approximately 115,000 euros for
a total income of around 2.1 million
euros.

The assets include holdings at Credit
Lyonnais, Berstein Investments and the
property value of the IBRO office in Paris
totalling almost 8.4 million euros. Total
liabilities are about 1.5 million euros
from unspent funds and carryover from

2005. The 2005 Treasurer’ s Report was
approved by the Governing Council.

6. Committee Reports

Publications Committee: Chair, Piergiorgio
Strata

Profits from the journal maintained its
slight positive trend.

The submission of the papers is now done
entirely online. Submissions increased by
6% from 2004 to 2005: the prediction for
2006 is of a 1% increase.

For 2004 and 205 the rejection rate
averaged 46% for 2004 and 2005.

The time-to-first-decision (i.e. from
submission of manuscript to first response
(provisional decision) of reviewer/editor
back to authors) is down to 32 days (1%
quarter of 2006) from 41 days in 2005 and
31 days in 2004,

Time to on line publication dropped from
10.5 to 7.5 weeks.

The impact factor is practically unchanged
at 3.4.

As reported in 2005 the commissioning of
Review and Special Issues have been
editorial priorities. There have been
three special issues since the last
Governing Council Meeting: November 2005
"Quantitative Neuroanatomy"”, March 2006
"Neuroactive Steroids", and April 2006
"Working Memory". There is also a special
issue planned for 2007 "DNA repair and
genome instability in the CNS."

7. IBRO World Congress, Melbourne, July 12
-17, 2007 O Andrew Gundlach

Andrew Gundlach, Member of the Congress [
Local Organizing Committee, reported on
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the progress of the congress planning.
Eight plenary lectures, 64 symposia and 16
satellites have been selected for
inclusion into the Scientific Programme.
The Congress web site is www.ibro2007.org.
Abstracts for poster submission will be
called for in October 2006 with a closing
date of January 31, 2007. Early
registration will end January 31, 2007
also. Notification of acceptance of
abstracts will be made by April 16, 2007.

Applications for travel fellowships are
now available online with a deadline of
October 31, 2006. There were discussions
regarding how the travel grants will be
administered. The Local Organizing
Committee will discuss this situation with
their Conference Consultant and report at
the next Governing Council Meeting in
Atlanta, Georgia.

The Committee has secured almost 200,000 AUD
of funding in addition to IBRO’ [0 150,000 USD
in stipends for travel to the meeting. These
resources will ease the cost of the
registration for students and registrants
from countries with limited financial

resources.

There is Neuroscience School planned for
July 2-6, 2007 in Melbourne sponsored by
APRC which will focus on NSCs (neural stem
cells), behavior, electrophysiology, and
neuroinformatics. There will be separate
applications and travel fellowships for
these students. The importance of
organizing a special programme of
scientific activities for the IBRO Alumni,
including in this prearranged visits to
laboratories in Melbourne and other
Australian centers was emphasized.

8.. Reports from AffiliatedO
Organizations..
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