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Making JNS annual meeting more international
and raising more support for neuroscience research

Tadaharu Tsumoto,
President of Japan Neuroscience Society

Because this newsletter is the first issue this year and even
though it will be delivered in mid-January, | would like to
express my New Year' s greetings to all the members of the
Japan Neuroscience Society (JNS). First of all, I would like to
commend everyone for the great success of the 29" Annual
Meeting that was organized through the leadership of Professor
Minoru Kimura last year. This annual meeting, similarly to the
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28" Annual Meeting in 2005, was so successful
that more than 3000 neuroscientists attended
and more than 1400 papers were presented.
Also, | would like to mention that many young
neuroscientists came to Japan from overseas
to participate in the meeting so that now,
the JNS annual meeting is substantially
internationalized.

In the JNS Executive Committee meeting
with expanded membership that was held on
December 22 last year, various plans to further
internationalize not only the annual meeting
but also JNS itself were discussed
extensively. My opening message in this News
Letter is one of examples of these plans. The
30" Annual Meeting is organized in
collaboration with the Japanese Society for
Neurochemistry and the Japanese Neural Network
Society so that some kind of negotiation
among the three societies was necessary.
Under this rather complicated condition, Dr
Keiji Tanaka, President of the 30" Annual
Meeting is now organizing a very attractive
meeting. | would like to encourage all JNS
members to attend this meeting, which will
be held on September 10-12 this year in the
Pacifico Yokohama. So, | really look forward
to seeing you all in Yokohama.

On this occasion | would like to explain
all of you why the internationalization of
the annual meeting is important for JNS and
also to note that this year will be the
turning point for raising financial support
for neuroscience research in Japan.

0 OAcceleration of internationalization
Until 2003, overseas attendants to the JNS
annual meeting were limited to the small
number of people such as invited lecturers,
guest speakers of a few symposia and a few
travel awardees. In 2005, the organizing
committee of the 28" Annual Meeting led by
Professor Yasushi Miyashita inaugurated the
new travel award scheme to give an opportunity
for many young neuroscientists mostly from
Asian countries such as Korea, China, India
and Iran to come to Japan so that the Meeting
became markedly internationalized. Also,
English was the main medium of communication
used even in the business meeting in the 2005

Annual Meeting. This internationalization endeavor
continued to be successful in the 29" Annual
Meeting, which was held in Kyoto. Now, the JNS
travel awards are well known in international
neuroscience societies. For example, several months
ago, | received the following e-mail from Professor
Jeniffer Lund, who was the Secretary-General of
IBRO until the end of 2006. Her message is as
follows.

“ Dear Professor Tsumoto, On behalf
of the International Brain Research
Organization, IBRO, I would like to appreciate
the Japan Neuroscience Society for their
generosity in providing travel grants for
many students to travel to the recent meeting
of your Society from outside Japan.
Your Societyl] decision to make these travel
awards is exceptionally far sighted. It enables
students from less advantaged regions in the
Asia Pacific Region to attend a first rate
scientific meeting and gives them the
opportunity to meet a wide range of other
faculty and students. This opens up
opportunities for further study and
collaboration which otherwise they would be
hard pressed to find. | do hope this
Fellowship scheme will be a continued part
of the JNS meetings----- . With every best
wish to you as President and to all members
of your Society - from Jenny Lund”.

One of reasons why JNS is eager to
internationalize its annual meeting is to
make it the core meeting for neuroscience in
the Asia Pacific region, comparable to the
Society for Neuroscience annual meeting in
North America and the Federation of European
Neuroscience Societies (FENS) meeting in
Europe. Consequently, we hope that the JNS
annual meetings will become one of the world-
renowned meetings, attracting many
neuroscientists from all over the world
including the Asia Pacific region. Naturally
the internationalization is not the primary
aim of the JNS annual meeting. Its goal is,
of course, to provide a forum for the
presentation of new findings and a venue for
the exchange of information among
neuroscientists. 1 would like to point out,
however, that the increase in the number of
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overseas attendants and in the volume of
exchanged information makes the annual meeting
more fruitful. Consequently, the new findings
presented in JNS annual meetings will attract the
attention of neuroscientists around the world
including those in North America and Europe.
Furthermore, it will provide us a chance to attract
excellent young neuroscientists and students from
Asian countries to our laboratories in Japan.

One of the practical issues for us to overcome
in the future is to establish English as the
standard medium for all oral presentations.
So far, all poster presentations are written
in English, and all presentations in symposia
are conducted in English. The issue of whether
all oral presentations of papers should be
done in English has been discussed several
times in the Executive Committee and
the Board of Regents of JNS. There was a minor
opinion arguing that oral presentations in
Japanese are easier to understand and to
discuss or even important for young scientists
as a kind of practice. | would like to point
out, however, that English is an essential
and the official language in neuroscience
and young students who want to become
neuroscientists must get used to giving
presentations in English. From my personal
viewpoint, the issue is not language itself,
but experience. Repeated experiences in giving
presentations in English in scientific
meetings naturally remove feelings of
difficulty. Thus, | hope that our JNS annual
meetings can provide such an opportunity to
young neuroscientists. Therefore, it is my
hope that many young neuroscientists will be able
to attend the 30" Annual Meeting, which
will be held in Yokohama on September 10-12,
this year.

2. " Era of Brain Science” 10 years after
its inauguration and raising of financial
support for neuroscience research

On this occasion | would like to remind you
that in 1996, the Brain Science Promotion
Committee, which was organized by the Science
and Technology Agency of the Japanese
Government at that time, proposed extensive

plans of neuroscience research projects called Era
of Brain Science -A proposal of plans to promote
brain science”. Based on this proposal, the Japan
Science and Technology Agency (JST) inaugurated
various projects of the Strategic Creative Research
Promotion Programs such as* Understanding the
Brain”,“ Protecting the Brain” and“ Creating the
Brain”. Moreover, the Japanese Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT) initiated a few
neuroscience-related projects under the category
of Special Coordination Funds for Promoting
Science and Technology projects. From this
background the Brain Research Institute in RIKEN
was founded in 1997. Also, Grants-in-Aid for
Scientific Research of MEXT and the Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science (JSPS), which support
basic research based on voluntarily inspired ideas
of scientists, increased steadily, and Grants-in-Aid
for Scientific Research on Priority Areas related
to neuroscience have also been supported
continuously. Altogether, these projects have
strongly stimulated neuroscience research activities
in Japan.

It is regretful, however, that such financial
supports for the so-called goal-oriented projects
peaked in 2001-2002 and then was terminated almost
simultaneously in 2004 so that the total amount of
financial support for neuroscience research decreased
dramatically. As a consequence, many laboratories
in universities and research institutes in Japan are
now facing great difficulty. In other words,
neuroscience research in Japan is nearly in a state of
crisis. Recognizing this situation, the

“ Committee on the Promotion of Brain Science”
has been organized under the leadership of
MEXT near the end of last year. | hope that some
government officials have recognized our appeal
to address such financial difficulty in neuroscience
research in Japan. This year this committee is
expected to make a commitment to fully review
the present status of the projects that were
proposed 10 years ago and then discuss how
neuroscience research in Japan can be further
promoted. It is my sincere hope that new projects
that strongly promote neuroscience research in
Japan will be proposed by the committee and then
these projects will be supported with the
appropriate budget.
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It is a ray of hope that there is such recognition
of financial difficulty in neuroscience research by
some concerned officials and scientists who are
involved in science and technology policies of Japan.
In parallel with this endeavor, JNS, as the
representative community of neuroscientists in
Japan, would like to exert as much effort as possible
to help overcome such difficulties. In this context,
I would like to stress that activities such as carrying
out so-called outreach activities, making clear
statements about neuroscience research needs to
science policy makers of the Japanese government
through various routes, and disseminating research
results in easily understandable formats to the
public are very important for the promotion of
neuroscience research in Japan. | would like to ask
each member of JNS to actively speak out why
neuroscience is important for the future of our
society.

Finally, 1 would like to emphasize that
obtaining new exciting findings from
experiments is most important. | really hope
that each member of our Society will make
great progress in his/her research in this
new year, 2007.
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Dear Professor Tsumoto, On behalf of the
International Brain Research Organization, IBRO,
I would like to appreciate the Japanese
Neuroscience Society for their generosity in
providing travel grants for many students to
travel to the recent meeting of your Society from
outside Japan. - Your Society’s decision to make
these travel awards is exceptionally far sighted.
It enables students from less advantaged regions
in the Asia Pacific Region to attend a first rate
scientific meeting and gives them the opportunity
to meet a wide range of other faculty and
students. This opens up opportunities for further
study and collaboration which otherwise they
would be hard pressed to find. | do hope this
Fellowship scheme will be a continued part of the
JNS meetings -------- .
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With every best wish to you as President and to
all members of your Society - from Jenny Lund
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Abstract submission to
Neuro2007 will soon open

The 30 annual meeting of the Japan
Neuroscience Society will be held at Pacifico
Yokohama (Yokohama, Kanagawa) from September
10 (Mon) to 12t (Wed), 2007, jointly with
the Japanese Society for Neurochemistry and
the Japanese Neural Network Society, as
Neuro2007. The Japanese manual for
registration and abstract submission is
attached to this issue of Neuroscience News.
The same content in English has been uploaded
to the meeting homepage. Abstract submission
can be done at the meeting homepage from
February 1%t 2007 to March 31t 2007.

Neuro2007 will have more oral sessions
than in previous meetings. For poster
presentations, there will be a long core
discussion time, while avoiding conflict with
other programs. Do not miss this opportunity
to present your research results to this
informed and interested audience. We will be
waiting for your abstract submission.

Symposium proposal closed on December 31%,
2006. We appreciate the many proposals. The
titles of selected symposia will be shown on
the meeting homepage as soon as possible.

Note that the registration fees can be
paid by your grants like the Grant-in-Aid
from the MEXT.

Neuro2007 homepage:
http://www?2.convention.jp/neuro2007/

Neuro2007 0O onnd
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