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Welcoming 2008

Tadaharu Tsumoto
President (2005-2007)
The Japan Neuroscience Society

I am writing this in the late of December 2007 when, as stated in this issue, the new Panel
Directors for the 2008-2010 term have already been selected with the exception of the
President. Nevertheless, since this news is the first issue of the year, please allow me,
as the President for the 2005-2007 term, extending New Year greetings of 2008, to wish all

the members success in their pursuit of neuroscience research.
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The following are my views pertaining to some
of our immediate goals and the issues we
face.

Society Bylaw Revision Aiming for Global-
ization

As mentioned in the November 2007 (#6) issue of
“ Neuroscience News,” the new Bylaws approved
in the General Assembly held in last September
have come into effect this January. One of the main
points of this Bylaw change was to terminate the
“ foreign member” category. Until a few years ago,
only about a dozen members with foreign citizenship
had been a part of our Society as exceptional
members. However, the number of our foreign
members living in Japan or those residing in
the Asian regions is rapidly increasing
nowadays. For example, the new member list
published in the November 2007 issue of the
News reveals that there are 54 members
registered as foreign members, and 31 regular
and student members with non-Japanese names
who may be foreign nationals. Although | do
not have exact figures, at least 85 among the
455 new members (18.7%) may be people with
foreign nationalities. This 18.7% is quite a
percentage, so it seems that our “ foreign
members” are not exceptional members. Thus,
putting them in this classification makes no
sense. Additionally, there is a concern about
creating unnecessary feelings of
discrimination. Based on such recognition of
the present situation, it was decided at the
last Board of Directors to terminate the
“ foreign member” category.

Since the Annual Meeting held in Yokohama in
2005, we have newly established a system to
give out travel awards mainly to a number of
young researchers from the Asian regions.
This has worked as a major trigger in the
rapid increase of people from other countries
joining our membership. As | will describe
later, | hope that this system will be further
promoted from now on. However, based on the
idea that it may be difficult for young
researchers from Asian regions to pay the
same fees (admission fee and membership fee)
as regular members, we established a new system

of “ associate members.” Consequently, a
supplementary provision was added to the new
Society Bylaws: “ Associate members who
participate in the Society’s Annual Meeting as the
first speaker can be exempt from payment of the
Society’ s admission fee and membership fee for 3
years inclusive of the year of admission” . | hope

that this system will be fully utilized in the future.

Further Promotion of Internationalization of
the Annual Meeting

Until 2004, the Annual Meetings of the Society
had only a few participants from overseas,
such as guest lecturers, presenters for some
of the symposia, and young researchers who
won the small number of travel awards. However,
since the Annual Meeting in Yokohama in 2005, we
started giving out travel awards to many more
young researchers mainly in the Asian regions.
As a result, internationalization was promoted
when we were able to see a notable number of
young researchers not only from China and Korea
but also from India, Iran and other countries at
the venue. As | mentioned above, at the Annual
Meeting held last year, we also noticed a lot
of non-Japanese researchers living in Japan
participating in our event.

One of the reasons why the Society has been
promoting internationalization is that we
wish to make our Annual Meetings filled with
researchers from all over the world so that
the Meetings turn into events playing a major
role in the Asia Pacific region that can be
compared with North American annual meetings
and those of the Federation of European
Neuroscience Societies. Of course, the main
goal of our Annual Meetings is presenting the
research findings of members as well as to
exchange
Internationalization is not our ultimate goal.
Nevertheless, we will be able to increase the
amount of information exchanged by increasing
the number of participants from abroad.
Moreover, our Meetings playing a central role
in the Asia Pacific region will allow us to
stage a scene for research finding
presentations that even European and American
neuroscientists cannot ignore. In addition, it will

research information.
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also offer great opportunities to lure young,
competent researchers in the Asia Pacific region
to Japanese laboratories.

This year, under the guidance of Chair, Dr.
Hideyuki Okano, the very attractive 31st
Annual Meeting is being prepared which will
be held at the Tokyo International Forum in
Yurakucho, Tokyo. While looking forward to
further development of internationalization,
I hope that all of our members will participate
in this Meeting that will start on July 9 of
this year and that it may turn into a very
productive event.

the journal’s color pages for free and, after
negotiating with Elsevier, to raise royalty. Along
with these revenue-increasing measures, we also
decided to request members of the Society to
subscribe to the printed version of NSR. Although
electronic versions of journals are mainly being
offered nowadays, we believe that printed versions
have the advantage of being kept for a long time
and definitely being read again even years later.
Also, their portable and easy-to-read characteristics
seem attractive to the readers. Therefore, we will
continue publishing the NSR both in electronic and
printed versions.

The Problem that Our Official Journal We hope that members of the Society will
subscribe to the printed version and we also ask
for your support this year for the continuance of
the NSR that is establishing its position as an
excellent international journal edited in Japan. For
details pertaining to these points, please refer to
our website:http:.//www.jnss.org/

“ Neuroscience Research” Faces

The official journal of the Japan Neuroscience
Society “ Neuroscience Research” (NSR) has
published numerous, excellent papers since
it was first issued in 1984, Among the many
neuroscience related journals, it has
established its position as an international
journal of high quality. Additionally, of
the journals edited by academic societies
here in Japan, it is highly acclaimed for its
internationalism and outstandingly high level.

As for publication expenses of the NSR, we
had been applying for scientific research funding
under “ Scientific Periodicals” every year to the
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)
and had been granted a certain amount of grant
money. However, the application requirements
suddenly became very strict when we filed for
funding for FY2008. Now, competitive bidding for
publishing costs is necessary regarding the

Scientific Periodicals” application (an exception
was approved for FY2007). As you know, NSR
signed an agreement with Elsevier that does not
allow us, in principle, to participate in competitive
bidding. After carefully reviewing the problem,
taking into account other academic societies’actions
as well, the Society’s former Executive Board and
the NSR Committee decided to not apply for grant
money to the JSPS in 2008 and see how it works.

In this case, the question is: How are we going
to cover the grant money that is not provided? As
measures to overcome this problem, we decided
to cut costs such as basically discontinuing to offer

“ Brain Science Renaissance” and Efforts to
Increase Support for Neuroscience
In 1996 the committee founded to promote
neuroscience under the then Science and
Technology Agency of Japan announced the' Age
of Brain Science- Brain Science Research
Promotion Plan Proposal.” Based on this,
projects such as “ Understanding the Brain” ,
“ Protecting the Brain” and“ Creating the Brain”
were started in Japan. Meanwhile, the amount of
grant money for scientific research to support
researchers’idea-based proposals increased steadily
and research in priority areas regarding
neuroscience continued uninterruptedly along with
the idea-based research. However, the research
budgets for the above-mentioned projects such as
“ Understanding the Brain” , “ Protecting the
Brain” and “ Creating the Brain” reached the
peak in 2002 and they were all discontinued
sometime around 2004. Thus, support for
neuroscience research weakened dramatically. In
such a situation, we were at the point of greeting
the tenth anniversary of the¢' Age of Brain Science”
proposal in Japan. Then, to review this proposal,
the “ Council for Brain Science Research
Promotion” was formed near the end of 2006 under
the leadership of the Director of the Research
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Promotion Bureau of the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
of Japan. As a result, the proposal called’ Brain
Science Renaissance” that appealed the
importance of neuroscience research on
“ Learning from the Brain” and “ Basic
Technology Development” in addition to
“ Understanding the Brain” , “ Protecting the
Brain” and “ Nurturing the Brain” was
announced in May 2007. Based on this proposal,
the Minister of the MEXT advised the “ Basic
concept and promotional scheme for
neuroscience research, based on a long-term
view” to the Council for Science and
Technology in last October (http://
www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/houdou/19/10/
07101810.htm). Furthermore, based on this
advice, the “ Brain Science Committee” was
formed under the Council for Science and
Technology of MEXT in last November.

Hence, it seemed as if there was still some
hope that the Japanese government will provide
good support to neuroscience research. However,
as you know, the topics of induced pluripotent
stem cells (iPS cells) suddenly were all over the
news in Japan in last December and the MEXT
immediately decided to provide substantial
financial support for the next five years. Generally
speaking, it is indeed a great pleasure that support
is getting stronger for scientific research. However,
| hope that the support for basic neuroscience
research does not weaken. For example, let us
say that even if we were able to successfully make
neurons from fibroblasts, we still need to fully
understand the central nervous system (CNS), into
which these cells were infused, and mechanisms
for the cells to form neural connections so as to
work for the improvement of impaired CNS
functions. From such viewpoints, we need to make
sure that support for basic neuroscience research
will be increased, as planned in thé' Brain Science
Renaissance” proposal.

The Japan Neuroscience Society as the main
community of neuroscientists in Japan believes
that it must work as hard as possible from a
neuroscientist’ s standpoint to dispel such
alarming situations, solve problems in regards to

cultivating positions allowing young researchers
(e.g., postdocs whose number has grown
significantly) to work actively and independently,
secure research budgets, and to increase the
number of graduate students and young people
wishing to work in the field of neuroscience. As |
mentioned before, | believe that each neuroscientist
must work hard to conduct outreach activities to
approach the community at large, voice comments
on science and technology policies, and provide
information about their achievements to the public
in general. As for our members, at every chance
you get, | would like you to raise your voices to
appeal the importance of neuroscience research.

In all, nothing will be accomplished if there is
no progress in neuroscience research. Thus, | wish
you have great success in your research throughout
the year 2008.
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The 31t Annual Meeting of the
Japan Neuroscience Society
(Neuroscience 2008)
Advance Registration and
Abstract Submission started

The deadline of Abstract Submission:
February 14th, 2008

The deadline of Advance Registration:
May 15th, 2008

Hideyuki Okano
Chair of the 31t Annual Meeting of the
Japan Neuroscience Society

The 31st Annual Meeting of the Japan
Neuroscience Society will be held at the
Tokyo International Forum on the three days
from July 9th to July 11th, 2008. Advance
registration and abstracts submission is now
being accepted at the homepage. We are waiting
for your abstract submission. Membership in
the Japan Neuroscience Society is a requirement
of registration. Your membership number is
indicated on the envelope containing this
News Letter.

For the latest information and details, please
go to http://www.jnss.org/neurosci2008/.

Details of symposia

1. Signaling mechanisms underlying neurite
growth

O Hiroyuki Kamiguchi (RIKEN Brain Science
Institute)

2. Symposium cosponsored by Takeda
Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd: Adult neurogenesis
and brain repair

O Tatsuhiro Hisatsune (University of Tokyo)
3. Molecular physiology of the presynaptic
function

0 Toshihisa Ohtsuka (University of Toyama)

O Toshiya Manabe (University of Tokyo)

4. Voluntary movement control and the
cerebellum

0 Soichi Nagao (RIKEN Brain Science Institute)
0 Kenji Yamamoto (National Institute of
Radiological Sciences)

5. Regulation of fear memory formation and
PTSD

0 Kaoru Inokuchi (Mitsubishi Kagaku Institute of
Life Sciences)

O Yoshiharu Kim (National Center of Neurology
and Psychiatry)

6. A neuroscience frontier developed by viral
vectors - Exploring the efficient application
to researches on synaptic plasticity, behavior
and disease

0 Hirokazu Hirai (Gunma University)

O Michisuke Yuzaki (Keio University)

7. Dynamics of cell migration in neuronal
network formation

O Yoshiko Takahashi (Nara Institute of Science
and Technology)

0 Kazunori Nakajima (Keio University)

8. Ethics and governance of neuroscience
research

0 Tamami Fukushi (Japan Science and Technology
Agency)

9. Roles of aquaporins in the central nervous
system

O Yoshinori Fujiyoshi (Kyoto University)

0 Masato Yasui (Keio University)

10. Self-awareness

0 Shigeru Watanabe (Keio University)

O Yuichiro Anzai (Keio University)

11. Revolution towards next generation's
primate brain research
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O Atsushi Iriki (RIKEN Brain Science
Institute)

O Hideyuki Okano (Keio University)

12. Signaling pathways regulating central nervous
system development

O Yukiko Goto (Tokyo University)

13. Regulation of neuronal survival and
production in adult brain

O Perry Bartlett (QBI, Australia)

O Noriko Osumi (Tohoku University)

O Chihiro Akazawa (Tokyo Medical and Dental
University)

14. Symposium cosponsored by Shimadzu Corp:
Advances in mass spectrometry and their
application to neuroscience

O Mitsutoshi Setou (National Institute for
Physiological Sciences)

15. Object vision-From living animals to
computer-based robots- (Tentative title)

0 Manabu Tanifuji (RIKEN Brain Science
Institute)

O Hidehiko Komatsu (National Institute for
Physiological Sciences)

16. Generation, maintenance and plasticity
of neural circuit in the olfactory system
O Akio Tsuboi (Nara Medical University)

0 Masahiro Yamaguchi (University of Tokyo)
17. Ubiquitin signals and neurodegeneration
0 Masayuki Miura (University of Tokyo)

0 Yasuo Uchiyama (Osaka University)

18. Towards the neuroscience of language and
sociability

O Kuniyoshi L. Sakai (University of Tokyo)
O Shigeru Kitazawa (Juntendo University)
19. Advances in neuronal signaling in the
central nervous system

O Fumino Fujiyama (Kyoto University)

O Yoshiyuki Kubota (National Institute for
Physiological Sciences)

20. Recent advance in live imaging of cellular
components during neural development
(tentative)

0O Mineko Kengaku (RIKEN Brain Science
Institute)

O Fujio Murakami (Osaka University)

21. Role of PUFA in neuronal functions

O Tetsumori Yamashima (Kanazawa University)
O Manabu Sakakibara (Tokai University)

22. Comprehensive understanding of neuron
networks: from molecules to higher brain
functions

O Daisuke Okada (Mitsubishi Kagaku Institute of
Life Sciences)

23. How can invasive brain-machine interfaces
contribute to basic and clinicald neuroscience?
O Yoshio Sakurai (Kyoto University), Tadashi
Isa (National Institute for Physiological
Sciences)

24. Molecular neuronal mechanism of circadian
clock

O Norio Ishida (National Institute of Advanced
Industrial Science and Technology)

O Hiroki Ueda (RIKEN Center for Developmental
Biology)

25. Recent advancement of neurotrophic factor
research and its potential application in
neural diseases

O Hiroshi Funakoshi (Osaka University)

0 Carlos F. Ibanez (Karolinska Institute,
Sweden)

26. Neuronal mechanism of visual awareness:
Empirical approaches from psychophysics, fMRI,
and electrophysiology

O Masatoshi Yoshida (National Institute for
Physiological Sciences)

O Naotsugu Tsuchiya (California Institute of
Technology)

27. Introduction to Glyconeurobiology

0 Yasuhiro Hashimoto (Fukushima Medical
University)

0 Tamao Endo (Tokyo Metropolitan Institute
of Gerontology)

28. AMPA receptor trafficking and neural
plasticity

0 Takuya Takahashi (Yokohama City University)
29. Mechanism of regeneration and degeneration
in central nervous system diseases
OShinjiro Kaneko (National Hospital
Organization Murayama Medical Center)

30. Schizophrenia as a disorder of molecule,
synapse, and brain

0 Masato Fukuda (Gunma University)

0 Haruo Kasai (University of Tokyo)

31. Advances in single neuron imaging by in
vivo two-photon excitation microscopy: from
theory to application
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0 Kazuo Kitamura (University of Tokyo)

O Junichi Nabekura (National Institute for
Physiological Sciences)

32. Symposium cosponsored by Carl Zeiss
Microimaging, Co., Ltd: Recent advance in
optical science and molecular imaging: from
quantitative functional analysis to
manipulation of neuronal activities
(tentative)

O Atsushi Miyawaki (RIKEN Brain Science
Institute)

O Haruhiko Bito (University of Tokyo)

33. Emerging roles of cellular sensors in
brain functions

0 Makoto Tominaga (Okazaki Institute for
Integrative Bioscience)

0 Takeshi Hiyama (National Institute for Basic
Biology)

34. PET molecular imaging for neural function
O Tetsuya Suhara (National Institute of
Radiological Sciences)

O Yasuyoshi Watanabe (RIKEN)

35. Neurobiological significance of central
pain mechanisms involving emotional memories
0 Fusao Kato (Jikei University School of
Medicine)

36. Regeneration of sensory cells in the
inner ear - From benchwork to bedside
(tentative title)

0 Kaoru Ogawa (Keio University)

0 Tatsuya Yamasoba (University of Tokyo)

Convention Secretariat: Congress Corporation
Kohsai-kaikan Bldg., 5-1 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-
ku, Tokyo 102-8481, Japan

TEL. +81-3-5216-5551 FAX:; +81-3-5216-5552
E-mail : neurosci2008@congre.co.jp
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New Panel Directors Elected

As a result of the last year's vote carried
out by the Society's regular members(e-voting
from October 12th to November 9th, and mail-
in voting from November 15th to December
7th), the following members were elected as
Panel Directors for the term 2008-2010 (in
Japanese syllabary order). The Society's Board
of DirectorsO will consist of thesed Panel
Directors, in addition to Position-designated
Directors(Annual Meeting Directors Tadashi
Isa and Hideyuki Okano; International Director
Hitoshi Okamoto) and the Recommended Directors.

Panel 1: Molecular and Cellular Neuroscience

(Fixed number of persons: 7)
Noriko Osumi, Masanobu Kano, Nobutaka
Hirokawa, Katsuhiko Mikoshiba, Masayoshi
Mishina, Fujio Murakami, Kensaku Mori

Panel 2. Systems Neuroscience (Fixed number
of persons: 5)

Mitsuo Kawato, Keiji Tanaka, Tadaharu Tsumoto,
Masaya Tohyama, Yasushi Miyashita

Panel 3: Clinical and Pathological
Neuroscience (Fixed number of persons: 3)
Ichiro Kanazawa, Gen Sobue, Ryosuke Takahashi

If you wish to request details (number of
votes, etc.) of the election results, please
email the Society secretariat at
office@jnss.org.

Japan Neuroscience Society Election
Management Committee

oooogoao

0011000000000(00000000
000000000D0)00000000O00O
00000 (2008-20100)00000000(0
0000)000000000O0(@OO0o:00
000000000000000000)000
00000000000 000O0000

ooo1goobooooog(oovr o)
gooboboooooobooooooboooobn
goooooooboboooon

002000000000 Oos50)
goobooooooooooobbooooobo
oon

ooo3:gobobOoooog(oosn)
goooooooooogoo

O000000o0ooooooDoooooooon
O000000o0oooooooooogoon
O Ooffice@jnss.orgl 0000000000
oo




0120 2008 No.l

The Neuroscience News

Call for Applications for the
Japan Neuroscience Society
Young Investigator Award

The Japan Neuroscience Society has commenced
its call for applications for the 2008 Japan
Neuroscience Society Young Investigator Award.
Young researchers who earned their degree
within the past 10 years are eligible to
apply. Details regarding this award are
provided below. Regulations related to the
call for applications can be found in this
issue or at the society' website. We look
forward to receiving many applications.

1. Purport

The Young Investigator Award was established
by the Japan Neuroscience Society with the
objective of encouraging young researchers
who show promise of playing active roles in
the Society in the future. Selection is based
not on an individual research thesis but
rather on an assessment of an applicant’
research achievements, research concept and
expansibility of the research. While it is
preferable that the principal part of the
relevant research was carried out in Japan,
the Society will consider research carried
out overseas if it was one in which the
applicant played a leading role. In selecting
an award recipient, importance will be attached
to the fact that research was developed through
the initiative of the applicant.

2. Eligibility

Those eligible for this award are members of
the Japan Neuroscience Society of three years
standing or longer and for whom not more than
10 years have passed since they earned their
degree. As a general rule, applications must
be made in single (not joint) name to become
candidates for this award.

3. Prize-giving

Recipients of this award will be recognized
at the Annual Meeting of the Japan Neuroscience
Society and presented with diplomas of merit
and supplementary prizes of 100,000 yen.

4. Application procedure

Send 10 copies each of the following five
documents to the Japan Neuroscience Society
Young Investigator Award Selection Committee
(Japan Neuroscience Society, Attention: Keiko
Yamane, 9F, Hongo Building, 2-2 Hongo 7-
chome, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033 JAPAN).

(1) Application form (one in accordance with
the prescribed format and with a recommendation
by a member (regular members only)--the format
can be downloaded from the Society'website);
(2) curriculum vitae (including a list of
awards received); (3) list of major
achievements (4) an abstract (within 800
characters) of the theme for which the
application is being made; and (5) offprints
(copies of proof sheets for papers being
printed) of research articles (three or less)
related to the theme for which the application
is being made.

5. Deadline for applications

March 15, 2008 (postmark deadline)

Japan Neuroscience Society Young Investigator
Award Rules and Regulations

1. (Objective)

The Japan Neuroscience Society shall
establish the Japan Neuroscience Society Young
Investigator Award ("Young Investigator
Award") with the objective of encouraging
young researchers with notable research
achievements who show promise of playing
active future roles in the Japan Neuroscience
Society in the future.

2. (Object researchers)

Researchers object to the Young Investigator
Award shall be members of the Japan
Neuroscience Society of three years standing
or longer, and for whom not more than 10
years have passed since their degrees were
awarded. As a general rule, candidates for
the award shall be in single (not joint)
name.

3. (Selection)

The selection shall be made through an open

call for applications.
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Five persons or less shall be selected each
year from among applicants.

The selection of Young Investigator Award
recipients shall be carried out by the Young
Investigator Award Selection Committee. The
composition of the Selection Committee shall
be established in the Detailed Regulations
of the Japan Neuroscience Society Young
Investigator Award Selection.

4. (Award-giving)

Recipients of the award shall be recognized
at the Annual Meeting of the Japan Neuroscience
Society and presented with diplomas of merit
and supplementary prizes.

5. (Publication of content awarded)

The content of the researches that won
awards shall be published by the award
recipients as review articles in Neuroscience
Research.

6. (Amendments)

Amendments to these rules and regulations
shall be carried out by the Board of Directors
of the Japan Neuroscience Society.

These rules and regulations shall be effective
from April 1, 2001.

Detailed Regulations of the Japan Neuroscience
Society Young Investigator Award Selection
1. (Object of selection)

The Young Investigator Award does not make
an individual research thesis the object for
selection. Rather, an applicant' research
achievements, research concept and
expansibility of the research shall be assessed
for the selection of an award recipient.
While it is preferable that the principal
part of the relevant research was carried out
in Japan, the society will consider research
carried out overseas if it was one in which
the applicant played a leading role. In
selecting an award recipient, importance will
be attached to the fact that the research was
developed through the initiative of the
applicant.

2. (Years of membership)

1) The period as a student member shall be
included in the number of years of
membership.

2)  The period during which no membership
dues were paid shall not be included in
the number of years of membership.

3. (Selection Committee)

1) The Selection Committee will be comprised
of eight members (including the
chairperson).

2) The term of office of a Selection Committee
member shall be four years.

3) Half of the Selection Committee members
shall be replaced every two years.

4) A former member of the Selection Committee
may not be reappointed as a Selection
Committee member for two years after being
replaced.

5) Selection Committee members shall be
nominated by the Nominating Committee of
the Society and shall require approval of
the Board of Directors.

6) The chairperson of the Selection Committee
shall be chosen each fiscal year by members
of the Selection Committee. The chairperson
shall not be reappointed as Selection
Committee Chairperson in the next year.

7) The names of Selection Committee members
shall not be made public until the
announcement of the results of selection.

4. (Selection)

1) A Selection Committee member shall not
participate in the rating or evaluation
of a candidate who is directly under his/
her research guidance or for whom three
years or more have not yet passed since
his/her research guidance was given.

2) Particulars regarding the execution of
selections shall be reviewed by the
Selection Committee according to the number
of applications, their content, etc.

5. (Application)

1) Applicants shall submit to the Selection
Committee 10 copies each of the following
documents: application form (one in
accordance with the prescribed format and
with a recommendation by a member
(excluding student members and supporting
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members) of the Japan Neuroscience Society,
curriculum vitae, list of major
achievements, abstract of within 800
characters regarding the theme for which
the application is being made, and
offprints (copies of proof sheets for
papers being printed) of research articles
(three or less) related to the theme for
which the application is being made.

2) The age of the applicant shall be his/her
age as of the end of December of the
relevant year.

3) The deadline of the open call for
applications shall be before May 31st each
year. A date determined by the Selection
Committee shall be published in the
Neuroscience News of that year and on the
Society' website.

6. (Amount of the supplementary prize)

For the time being, the amount of the
supplementary prize shall be 100,000 yen per
winner. This amount, however, may be revised
according to circumstances upon approval by
the Board of Directors.

7. (Supplementary provision)

In enforcing these regulations from April
1, 2001, the term of half of the committee
members shall be one year with the remainder
having a term of two years. In this case, the
Nominating Committee shall determine the term
of office of each committee member.

8. (Revisions)

These detailed regulations were revised at

the meetings of the Directors on Boards of

January 30, 2004 and July 25, 2005.

Japan Neuroscience Society Young Investigator

Award Application Form

Date:
To: The Chairperson of the Japan
Neuroscience Society Young Investigator
Award Selection Committee

Name of applicant:

Date of birth:

Japan Neuroscience Society membership number
and panel (circle relevant panel)

Panel 1 (molecular and cellular neuroscience)
Panel 2 (systems neuroscience)

Panel 3 (clinical and pathological
neuroscience)

Panel 4 (other neurosciences)

Theme of application:

I herby apply for the Japan Neuroscience
Society Young Investigator Award with
curriculum vitae, list of major achievements,
abstract related to the theme of application
and offprints of research articles related
to the theme of application attached herewith.

Signature:

I herby recommend applicant (name)

as befitting the Japan Neuroscience Society
Young Investigator Award.

Reason for recommendation:
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Hirokazu Hirai

Department of Neurophysiology
Gunma University Graduate
School of Medicine

| have been holding a chair of the department
of neurophysiology in Gunma University since
May 2006. Although I've never lived in Gunma
before, |1 feel quite comfortable in living
here because of natural beauty, low commodity
prices and high activity of the city: many
events are held including the New Year's
relay road race, probably because Gunma is
located in the vicinity of Tokyo. The department
of neurophysiology was founded in Gunma
University School of Medicine in 1954, and
former two professors, Drs. Sadayuki Takagi
and Seiji Ozawa exerted themselves to develop
this department for over 50 years. | succeeded
a big challenge to further develop this
department.

I was originally trained as an
electrophysiologist, and gained techniques of
molecular biology in Max-Planck Institute. |
have initiated to study the cerebellum when I
was in Prof. Masao Ito's laboratory in RIKEN
BSI. After the experience of second postdoc in
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, |1 got a
principal investigator position in Kobe
University in 2003, moved to Kanazawa University
next year as an associate professor and then
came to Gunma as a full professor. My current
projects include the study of pathophysiology
of the cerebellum, focusing on two topics; 1)
molecular mechanisms underlying cerebellar LTD
and 2) development of gene therapy against the
spinocerebellar ataxia. Our experimental
techniques cover generation of transgenic mice,
viral vector construction, behavioral
experiments and patch-clamp recording from
cerebellar neurons in vivo after lentiviral-
vector-mediated gene expression. Thus, our
laboratory has just started to add new history
on the department, and we are really welcome
to have helpful comments and suggestions from
members of the Japan Neuroscience Society.
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