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The 32" Annual Meeting of the Japan
Neuroscience Society will be held from
Wednesday, September 16 to Friday,
September 18, 2009 at the Nagoya Congress
Center (Atsuta Ward, Nagoya City, Aichi
Prefecture). Abstract registration for
general oral and poster presentations is
now underway on the Meeting Web site.
This Meeting will continue to prioritize
regular oral presentations, and will offer
numerous oral presentation frameworks. It
is also planned to give full time to poster
presentation debates. We look forward to
receiving a large number of applications.

You will need your JNS membership number
to complete the registration procedures. Your
membership number is a ten-digit number
starting with 090, and can be found on the
address label of your copy of Neuroscience
News or at the top of the E-mail magazine
for Meeting information. If you do not know
your membership number, please contact the
secretariat of the Japan Neuroscience Society
(JNS) at office@jnss.org.

The first/presenting author must be a
members of the JNS. Members who have not
yet paid their annual membership fee may
have their registrations rescinded. Please
don’t forget to pay your membership fee.

The registration fee for the Meeting may be
covered by subsidies such as the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology’s Grants-in-Aid for Scientific
Research or other types of research
expenses. Please consult the administrative

staff at your institution for details.

The themes and chairs for all symposia have
now been decided, and these are listed below.

1. Frontier of neuroscientific research on
consciousness

Chair: Christof Koch (California Institute of
Technology, USA)

Tadashi Isa (National Institute for
Physiological Sciences)

Chair:

2. Frontier in visualization of brain function by

two-photon microscopy

Chair: Shigeo Okabe (The University of
Tokyo)

Chair: Haruo Kasai (The University of
Tokyo)

3. The amygdala: at the crossroads of self and

other

Chair: Kathleen S. Rockland (RIKEN Brain
Science Institute)

Chair: Hiroyuki Nakamura (Gifu University)

4. Novel mechanism of brain energy-sensing in

food intake regulation

Chair: Yasuhiko Minokoshi (National
Institute for Physiological Sciences)

Chair: Toshihiko Yada (Jichi Medical
University)

5. Social neuroscience: motivation, decision-

making, and justice

Chair: Tatsuyoshi Saijo (Osaka University
Institute of Social and Economic
Research)

6. Formation and reorganization of functional

map in CNS

Chair: Yumiko Yoshimura (Okazaki Institute
for Integrative Bioscience)

Chair: Yoshio Hata (Tottori University)

7. Neurogenesis 2009: history and perspectives

Chair: Kazunobu Sawamoto (Nagoya City
University)

Chair: Tatsuhiro Hisatsune (The University
of Tokyo)

8. Neuroimaging and real world complexity
Chair: Yukiyasu Kamitani (ATR)

9. Molecular targeted therapy for
neurodegenerative disease — new progress
Chair: Gen Sobue (Nagoya University)

10. Monitoring extracellular signal substances
in action

Chair: Atsuo Fukuda (Hamamatsu University
School of Medicine)

Kenzo Hirose (Nagoya University

Graduate School of Medicine)

Chair:




(3) 2009 No.2

The Neuroscience News

11. New signaling pathways in the retina

Chair: Makoto Kaneda (Keio University
School of Medicine)

Chair: Eiichi Miyachi (Fujita Health
University School of Medicine)

12. Strategic design of protein-based tools for

the study of lively neurons

Chair: Yasushi Okamura (Graduate School of
Medicine, Osaka University)

Chair: Hiromu Yawo (Tohoku University

Graduate School of Life Sciences)

13. % Sensory systems and neural circuits in

drosophila

Chair: Azusa Kamikouchi (Tokyo University
of Pharmacy and Life Sciences)

Chair: Aki Ejima (Kyoto University
Graduate School of Medicine)

14. Neural plasticity:from molecules to

behavior

Chair: Takuya Takahashi (Yokohama City
University Graduate School of
Medicine)

Chair: Michisuke Yuzaki (Keio University
School of Medicine)

15. Novel aspects of the function of ionotropic
& metabotropic glutamate receptors

Chair: Hirokazu Hirai (Gunma University G
raduate School of Medicine)

Bodo Laube (Max-Planck Institute

for Brain Research)

Chair:

16. Novel strategies in probing neuronal
function — current progress and challenges

Chair: Haruhiko Bito (University of Tokyo
Graduate School of Medicine)
Chair: Karl Deisseroth (Stanford

University School of Medicine, USA)

17. Cellular and molecular basis for dendritic

patterning and plasticity

Chair: Kazuo Emoto (National Institute of
Genetics)

Chair: Mineko Kengaku (Kyoto University)

18. Development and disease of the central
nervous system, the new signaling mechanisms

& the new molecules

Chair: Hironori Katoh (Graduate School of
Biostudies, Kyoto University)

Chair: Junji Yamauchi (National Research
Institute for Child Health and
Development)

19. Discovery of novel axon guidance molecules

and future prospect

Chair: Hideaki Tanaka (Kumamoto
University School of Medicine)

Chair: Hajime Fujisawa (Nagoya University)

20. % Understanding the significance of neural

progenitor cell-cycle progression in brain

development

Chair: Yoichi Kosodo (RIKEN Center for
Developmental Biology)

21. Selective synapse formation and

maintenance: from drosophila to mammals

Chair: Nobuhiko Yamamoto (Osaka
university)

Chair: Takuji Iwasato (National Institute of
Genetics)

22. Epigenetics underlying neuronal plasticity
Chair: Hiroshi Ueda (Nagasaki University
Biomedical Science)

Chair: Masaaki Tsuda (University of

Toyama)

23. The next generation of study on memory

regulation; from phenomenology to molecular

mechanisms

Chair: Satoshi Kida (Tokyo University of
Agriculture)

Chair: Bong-Kiun Kaang (Seoul National

University, South Korea)

24. Neuropsychiatric diseases as disorders of

learning and memory mechanisms

Chair: Tsuyoshi Miyakawa (Fujita Health
University)

Chair: Andrew Holmes (The National
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and A
Icoholism, USA)

25. Integrated symposium of basic and clinical
neuroscience — Alzheimer’s disease; from
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molecular mechanisms to frontiers of therapy
Chair: Atsushi Iwata (Graduate School of
Medicine, University of Tokyo)

Maki K. Yamada (Graduate School of
Medicine, University of Tokyo)

Chair:

26. % Cutting-edge of cognitive and motor
representation in rodents

Chair: Masanori Matsuzaki (Graduate School
of Medicine, University of Tokyo)
Yoshikazu Isomura (RIKEN Brain

Science Institute)

Chair:

27. The role of prefrontal cortex in context-
dependent adjustment of executive control
Chair: Farshad A. Mansouri (RIKEN Brain
Science Institute)
Chair: Yosuke Morishima (Graduate School
of Medicine, The University of
Tokyo)

28. A role of the subcortical sensory system in

emotional learning and behaviors

Chair: Hisao Nishijo (System Emotional
Science, University of Toyama)

29. % Neuronal mechanisms of visual illusions
: empirical approaches from psychophysics,
brain stimulation, electrophysiology and
pharmacology

Chair: Naotsugu Tsuchiya (California
Institute of Technology)
Chair: Ryota Kanai (University College

London, UK)

30. % Understanding and utilizing human
brain function — their technologies and
ethics —

Chair: Kyousuke Kamada (Department of
Neurosurgery, The University of
Tokyo)

Chair: Junichi Ushiba (Faculty of Science
and Technology, Keio University)

31. % Neuroscience of adaptive locomotor

control; from animal to robot, physiology to

engineering

Chair: Naomichi Ogihara (Laboratory of
Physical Anthropology, Kyoto
University)

Chair: Kaoru Takakusaki (Asahikawa
Medical College)

32. % Dissecting the spinal neuronal network
for motor behavior; From molecular basis to
function
Chair: Hiroshi Nishimaru (University of
Tsukuba)
Chair: Kazuhiko Seki (National Institute
for Physiological Sciences)

33. Molecular and functional imaging studies
with diseases models of non-human primates
Chair: Hirotaka Onoe (RIKEN Center for
Molecular Imaging Science)
Chair: Shigeru Obayashi (National
Institute of Radiological Sciences)

34. How are neuroendocrine hypothalamic
structures sculpted?

Chair: Masahiro Kawata (Kyoto Prefectural
University of Medicine)
Chair: Yasuo Sakuma (Department of

Physiology Nippon Medical School)

35. The awake and sleeping brain

— processing of sequential information and
memory consolidation —

Chair: Carol A. Barnes (Univ. Arizona, USA)
Chair: Masami Tatsuno (Univ. Arizona, USA)

36. Origin of the circadian clock and time-

sensing systems

Chair: Kazuhiro Yagita (Osaka University)

Chair: Takashi Yoshimura (Nagoya
University)

37. Perspectives for regenerative medicine in

neurological diseases

Chair: Tetsuro Yamamoto (Mie University,
Grad. Sch. Medicne)

Chair: Hidekazu Tomimoto (Mie University,
Grad. Sch. Medicne)

38. Abnormal plastic phenomena,

“Epileptogenesis” is the key to understand the

higher brain function.

Chair: Yoshiya L. Murashima (Tokyo
Metropolitan University)
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39. % New vistas of the pathophysiology of

attention deficit / hyperactivity disorder:

animal model perspectives

Chair: Yukiori Goto (Department of
Psychiatry, McGill University, USA)

40. % Role of glutamatergic and GABAergic

neurotransmission in psychiatry : innovative

integration from molecule to system

Chair: Kiyoto Kasai (Graduate School of
Medicine, University of Tokyo)

41. Dopamine metabolism in the striatum: new
insights and therapeutic applications

Chair: Shin-ichi Muramatsu (Division of
Neurology, Jichi Medical University)
Chair: Hiroshi Ichinose (Tokyo Institute of

Technology)

42. Frontier of research on autism and related

developmental disorders

Chair: Hitoshi Okazawa (Tokyo Medical &
Dental University)

Chair: Noriko Osumi (Tohoku University

Graduate School of Medicine)

43. Development, disorders and treatment
strategies of cerebellar neuronal circuitry

Chair: Hidehiro Mizusawa (Tokyo Medical &
Dental University)
Chair: Izumi Sugihara (Tokyo Medical &

Dental University)

44. Platforms at the neuroinformatics japan

node

Chair: Shiro Usui (RIKEN Brain Science
Institute)

EXTRA
Elsevier/Neuroscience Research Symposium

45. Animal models of mental disorders:

toward the elucidation of molecular

mechanism

Chair: Tadafumi Kato (RIKEN Brain Science
Institute)

(% symposia planned by young researchers)

Convention Secretariat

The 32" Annual Meeting of the Japan
Neuroscience Society

Contact: Mr. Tsukamoto, Mr. Kamiya
Congress Corporation
Sakae-Daiichisemei Bldg, 2-13
Shinsakaemachi, Naka-ku,

Nagoya 460-0004 Japan

Tel: +81 (0) 52-950-3369

Fax: +81 (0) 52-950-3370

E-mail: neuroscience2009@jnss.org
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Report on the 74th Meeting
of the Board of Directors

Date and Time: February 3, 2009 (Tuesday)
10:00-13:00

Location:Yaesu Club, Conference Room 2
(Tokyo-to, Chuo-ku, Yaesu 2-1)

Present: Tadaharu Tsumoto
(President) ; Yasushi Miyashita (Vice-
President) ; Tadashi Isa (Director of General
Affairs) ;Kensaku Mori (Treasurer) ;
Masanobu Kano (Director of Public Relations) :
Atsushi Iriki, Noriko Osumi, Shigeo Okabe,
Hitoshi Okamoto, Ichiro Kanazawa, Mitsuo
Kawato, Ryosuke Takahashi, Keiji Tanaka,
Masaya Tohyama, Toru Nishikawa, Nobutaka
Hirokawa, Ichiro Fujita, Katsuhiko Mikoshiba,
Masayoshi Mishina, Kazue Mizumura, Fujio
Murakami, Ikue Mori, Michisuke Yuzaki
(Directors)

Norihiro Sadato, Chairperson (Ethics
Committee)

Absent:
Gen Sobue, Hideyuki Okano (Directors)

Reports:

1. General Affairs report: Director of General
Affairs Tadashi Isa gave a report on
membership status as of January 1, 2009. In
2008, the Society’s membership rose to over
5,000 at one point, but then fell back to below
5,000, due to members failing to renew their
membership. However, with applications for
submissions due to start on February 3, 2009,
it is anticipated that the Society’s membership
will start to rise again. Following discussion
as to whether statistics on the ratio of male
to female members within the Society should
be compiled, it was decided that, as far as
possible, steps should be taken to ensure
that the sex ratio can be determined (see
Appendix 1 in page 21).

2. Accounting report: Treasurer Kensaku
Mori gave a report on the Japan Neuroscience

Society’s accounts (covering the period
from January 1 to December 31, 2008) and
membership fee revenue (see Appendix 3). As
regards the accounts of Neuroscience Research
(NSR) (see Appendix 4 ), it was noted that, as
the application for Grant-in-Aid for Publication
of Scientific Results to JSPS was terminated
in 2007, the same accounting year system as
the Japan Neuroscience Society (extending
from January 1 to December 31, 2008) was
adopted in 2008. The Treasurer reported
that, while the termination of Grant-in-Aid for
Publication of Scientific Results has put NSR in
a difficult financial position, the revision of the
contract with Elsevier should make it possible,
financially speaking, for publication of NSR
to continue. NSR Editor-in-Chief Tadaharu
Tsumoto gave a supplementary explanation on
this point.

3. Committee Reports:

(1) Executive Committee report: President
Tadaharu Tsumoto gave a report on the
meeting of the Expanded Executive Committee
held on Friday, December 26, 2008. Many of
the matters discussed at the meeting of the
Expanded Executive Committee overlapped
with those discussed at this meeting of the
Board of Directors; these matters were
therefore omitted from the report. The
reporting on matters that did not overlap was
as follows: a. The Society has received several
requests for assistance with memoranda
relating to the conversion of research
institutes attached to universities for joint use
or to serve as joint research centers. After
discussion between the Society’s three chief
officers (the President, the Vice President, and
the Director of General Affairs) as to whether
the Society should agree to these requests, it
was decided that, in principle, where a regular
member of the Society exists at the research
institute in question, the Society will agree
to the request; b. It was noted that the term
of office of the current Secretary General of
the International Brain Research Organization
(IBRO), Professor Marina Bentivoglio of the
University of Verona, Italy, will expire this
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year, and Professor Pierre Magistretti of the
Brain Mind Institute, Lausanne, Switzerland,
has been elected to succeed her.

(2) External Affairs Subcommittee report:
Director Atsushi Iriki gave the following
report. Regarding the press releases for the
31" Annual Meeting, as in previous years,
topics were selected from the abstracts for the
Annual Meeting. During the Annual Meeting,
the meeting venue press room was used to
hold symposium-style press conferences based
on the topics selected from Panels 1, 2 and 3.
Liaison with the media was conducted through
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology Press Club.

(3) Future Planning Committee report:
Chairperson Shigeo Okabe reported that
discussion is continuing with regard to the
key current issues, specifically: a. Strategies
for increasing the Society’s membership; b.
Methods for promoting greater involvement
in academic activities by female researchers;
c. Encouraging participation in the Society’s
activities by clinical neuroscience researchers;
d. Developing exchange with overseas
associations and researchers; e. Activities to
encourage interest in neuroscience among
senior high school students, undergraduates,
and lay persons. It was noted that, as a
concrete measure for stimulating participation
in the Society’s activities by clinical
neuroscience researchers, planning was
underway for the holding of an Integrated
Symposium of Basic and Clinical Neuroscience
‘Alzheimer Disease; from Molecular
Mechanisms to Frontiers of Therapy at the
Society’s 32" Annual Meeting in 2009.

(4) 31° Annual Meeting report: On behalf
of Director Hideyuki Okano (Chair of the
31°" Annual Meeting), Director Michisuke
Yuzaki gave a report that focused on the final
accounts for the 31" Annual Meeting. It was
noted that, in the future, care will need to be
taken to avoid conflict over accounting with
the convention-service company commissioned

to organize the Annual Meeting on the
Society’s behalf.

(5) 32" Annual Meeting preparation report:
Director Tadashi Isa (Chair of the 32"
Annual Meeting) reported that discussion
was underway regarding the attendance fee
for the Annual Meeting, the finalization of the
list of plenary lectures and special lectures,
and planning for strengthening links with the
Society for Neuroscience (North America) and
German Reserch Fundation. Director Isa also
noted that the final decisions had been made
regarding invited symposia, that the symposia
open to the public had more or less been
finalized, and that preparations were already
underway for the Elsevier-Neuroscience
Research Symposium. In addition, he reported
that, owing to the large number of symposia
at the 32" Annual Meeting, it was intended
that symposium length would be kept
relatively short. Applications were already
being received for travel awards, and the
details of travel award support were being
reviewed. As regards lectures for the general
public, planning was underway to link this
with the events being held to mark the 200™
anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birth. The
public lectures will be held on Saturday,
September 12 in Nagoya, in collaboration
with those high schools in Aichi Prefecture
that have been designated as Super Science
Schools. It was noted that the concrete details
of funding support are being reviewed. The
report also covered the adoption of the
abstract search system, and the preparatory
work for the Annual Meeting that has yet to
be implemented; it was noted that special care
will be taken when planning the commercial
exhibition for this year’s Annual Meeting.

(6) 33" Annual Meeting preparation report:
Director Mitsuo Kawato reported that the 33"
Annual Meeting would be held on September
2 — 4, 2010 (from Thursday to Saturday) at
the Kobe Convention Center’s International
Conference Center and International
Exhibition Center, in conjunction with the
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Annual Meeting of the Japanese Society
for Neurochemistry (JSN) and the Annual
Meeting of the Japanese Neural Network
Society (JNNS). The report covered the
preparations and planning being undertaken
for the 33" Annual Meeting. Several Directors
pointed out the need for further discussion
regarding the theme of the 33" Annual
Meeting, the strategy for its organization, and
the anticipated number of participants.

4. Neuroscience Research editorial report:
Editor-in-Chief Tadaharu Tsumoto gave the
following report: The application for Grants-in-
aid for the publication of Scientific Periodicals
to the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science was terminated in 2007. To cover the
resulting shortfall in funding, in accordance
with the decisions reached at the 72" Meeting
of the Board of Directors and the Meeting
of the Expanded Executive Committee held
on February 19, 2008, a Contract Review
Committee had been established to arrange
a thorough revision of the contract with
Elsevier. As a result of negotiations for early
contract renewal, Elsevier offered to increase
the editing fees and royalties and to reduce
the production fee for the online version of
the journal, and a revised contract was signed
on November 17, 2008. It is anticipated that,
with this revised contract, it will be possible
to continue publication of Neuroscience
Research without making a loss. Furthermore,
the application made to the Naito Foundation
for academic journal funding support has
been accepted, so Neuroscience Research will
receive funding assistance for three years
commencing in 2009.

With regard to editorial matters, the
following items were reported. The number
of submissions has continued to rise steadily
over the last few years; last year, over 400
submissions were received, representing
a roughly two-fold increase compared to
several years ago. However, the increase in
the number of submissions from researchers
working in Japan has been limited. It seems
likely that one of the reasons for this situation
is the termination of the previous policy of

providing free printing of color figures for
papers where either the first or corresponding
author was a member of the Society. A high
percentage of the submissions received
from overseas are of relatively low quality;
as a result, only around 30% of the total
submissions are accepted for publication.
On the other hand, nearly 50% of domestic
submissions are accepted for publication. The
journal’s Impact Factor in 2007 was 2.121;
given the current citation status, this figure is
likely to rise even higher in 2008. Analysis of
the citation status suggests that the number of
update and review articles should be increased.
An intense effort will be made to make the
time for the first decision further reduced, to
increase the number of submissions of good
manuscripts.

5. IBRO/FAONS report: International Director
Hitoshi Okamoto supplemented the Executive
Committee report given by President
Tadaharu Tsumoto by reporting on the
operations and financial status of the IBRO-
Asia Pacific Regional Committee (APRC).

6. Federation of Japanese Societies for
Biological Science report: Director Fujio
Murakami gave the following report. The
Science Council of Japan (SCJ) is compiling a
report entitled The Outlook for Japan, which
will reflect the strategic goals of the Fourth
Science and Technology Plan, and which is
scheduled for completion by April 2009. The
SC]J has asked academic societies to offer
their views on the current state of science
and technology in Japan. A list is also being
compiled of the types of large-scale research
equipments that academic societies believe
Japan will need in the future. It is vitally
important that academic societies collaborate
by providing information and making their
views known. Another issues discussed
at the liaison meeting was the need for a
review of academic journal subscription and
publication. Director Ichiro Kanazawa gave a
supplementary explanation regarding the SC]J’s
The Outlook for Japan.
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7. Report on the purchase of pamphlets
from the Association of the Concerned
Parties with Animal Experiments (ACPAE)
pamphlets: Director Tadashi Isa reported on
the formation of the Liaison Committee for
the Association of the Concerned Parties with
Animal Experiments (ACPAE) by related
organizations with the aim of securing revision
of the Law for the Humane Treatment and
Management of Animals. Several members
of the Japan Neuroscience Society, including
Dr. Masato Taira of the Animal Experiment
Committee, are participating in the Liaison
Committee’s activities. One part of the
Liaison Committee’s outreach activities is the
compilation of pamphlets by researchers, to
be distributed for sale. Director Isa explained
that the Society has decided to purchase 500
of these pamphlets (at a cost of 300 Yen each)
for distribution to related persons.

8. Sponsorship report: Director of General
Affairs Tadashi Isa reported on matters
relating to sponsorship.

Items Discussed:

1. Society accounts: Treasurer Kensaku Mori
reported on the Society’s overall financial
status in 2008 and on the budget for the
Society and for NSR in 2009. This report was
reviewed and approved (see Appendices 5
and 6).

2. Appointment of a new Editor-in-Chief for
NSR: Current NSR Editor-in-Chief Tadaharu
Tsumoto recommended Director Atsushi Iriki
as the next Editor-in-Chief. This proposal was
reviewed and approved. The Editor-in-Chief’s
term of office was originally due to expire at
the end of August 2009, however, given the
need to ensure continuity and to oversee the
appointment of new Editorial Board members,
he proposed that the current Editor-in-Chief
remain in office until the end of December
2009; and that Director Atsushi Iriki thus take
over as Editor-in-Chief from January 2010. This
explanation was approved.

3. Revision of the Guideline for Ethical Issues
on Non-invasive Studies of Human Brain
Functions: With regard to the revision of
the Guideline for Ethical Issues on Non-
invasive Studies of Human Brain Functions
(originally drawn up in 2001), which the
Ethics Committee was instructed to undertake
at the last meeting of the Board of Directors,
Ethics Committee Chairperson Norihiro Sadato
reported on the review process and the draft
revision. Following review, it was decided that
partial revision was needed; revised drafts will
be submitted to Ethics Committee Chairperson
Norihiro Sadato by email by February 7,
after which a final version will be produced
(based on the results of review and the views
expressed at this meeting of the Board of
Directors) by Ethics Committee Chairperson
Norihiro Sadato and President Tadaharu
Tsumoto and submitted to the Board of
Directors for final approval.

Given the need to notify not only
Society members but also researchers who
are not members of the Society of the new
Guideline, various methods of performing
such notification were discussed, including
contacting the media, issuing a press release
to accompany the 32nd Annual Meeting, or
working through the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Press Club. The task of deciding on and
implementing the notification methods was
entrusted to President Tadaharu Tsumoto,
Ethics Committee Chairperson Norihiro
Sadato and External Affairs Sub-committee
Chairperson Atsushi Iriki.

4. Collaboration with the Society for
Neuroscience (SfN) (North America) : Director
of General Affairs Tadashi Isa reported on the
proposal from the Society for Neuroscience
(SfN) that a forum be set up to strengthen ties
between the SIN and the Japan Neuroscience
Society, and on the talks between Director of
External Affairs Atsushi Iriki and International
Director Hitoshi Okamoto and SfN Executive
Director Marty Saggese and Senior Director
Eun-Joo Chang during the SfN Annual Meeting
in Washington D.C..
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The report noted that collaboration
between the SIfN and the Japan Neuroscience
Society has begun with preparations for joint
outreach activities (aimed at the general
public) to be implemented during the Society’s
32nd Annual Meeting. The question of how
links between the two societies should be
strengthened in the future was discussed; the
need to ensure that the relationship between
the two societies remained one of equals was
re-affirmed.

5. The 34™ Annual Meeting (2011) and 35"
Annual Meeting (2012) : President Tadaharu
Tsumoto reported that, on the recommendation
of the Executive Committee, Director Noriko
Osumi had been asked to serve as the Chair of
the 34™ Annual Meeting, and had agreed to do
so; this appointment of Director Osumi to serve
as Chair of the 34"™ Annual Meeting (in 2011)
was reviewed and approved by the Board.
Director Osumi and President Tsumoto were
asked to decide on the timing and venue for
the 34" Annual Meeting. President Tsumoto
also reported that Dr. Kozo Kaibuchi had been
asked to serve as Chair of the 35" Annual
Meeting, and that Dr. Kaibuchi had agreed
to do so; this appointment of Dr. Kaibuchi to
serve as Chair of the 35" Annual Meeting was
also reviewed and approved by the Board.

6. Legal adviser contract: President
Tadaharu Tsumoto reported that, although
in 2003 a contract had been signed with the
Society’s current legal adviser, Attorney
Toshio Nishimura, to provide legal advice
regarding animal experiments, so far Attorney

Nishimura had provided no advice whatsoever;
President Tsumoto reported the Executive
Committee’s opinion that, if any problems do
occur in the future, it would be more sensible
to seek the advice of the law firm that employs
the Society’s current tax adviser. On the basis
of this report, it was decided that the contract
with Attorney Nishimura should be terminated
by September 2009.

7. First Report by the Brain Science
Committee: President Tadaharu Tsumoto
reported that the Brain Science Committee
of the Council for Science and Technology of
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology had completed its
First Report (Interim Report) for the Minister
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology on January 23, 2009. The content
of the report has now been made available
for public comment. As this is an important
issue for the Japan Neuroscience Society, the
Board decided that all Society members should
be notified that public comment is now being
sought with respect to this report.

8. Honorary Members: President Tadaharu
Tsumoto gave an explanation regarding the
current list of Honorary Members. It was
decided that, if there are any other individuals
who it is felt should be recommended for
Honorary Membership, this should be
discussed at the next meeting of the Board of
Directors.

Reviewing the reports and items for discussion
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Japan Neuroscience Society FY2008 Closing Accounting

January 1, 2008 — December 31, 2008

Appendix 3

Budget |Interim Accounting Remarks
01/01/2008 - 31/12/2008
1 Income
Member Admission Fees 1, 350, 000 yen 1, 869, 000 yen|1)
Regular Member Membership Fees 31, 747, 500 32,618, 599 2)
Student Member Membership Fees 1, 852, 500 2, 298, 000 3)
Supporting Member Membership Fees (30, 000) 30, 000 30, 000 Resigning on January 2009
Supporting Member Membership Fees (100, 000) 1, 200, 000 1, 100, 000 For 100, 000yen X llcases
Advances received 0 233, 500
Interest from Deposits 15, 000 36, 174
Advertising Fees 1, 500, 000 1,510, 000
Miscellaneous Income 0 537, 806 4)
Other 0 60, 800 Error Payment
Total Income 37, 695,000 yen 40, 293, 879 yen
2 Expenditures
(1)Business Expenses
Newsletter Printing Expenses 3, 000, 000 yen 2,524,095 yen
Newsletter Shipping Expenses 3, 500, 000 2,784, 344
News English Review Fees 1, 000, 000 757, 492
Annual Meeting Loans 3, 000, 000 3, 000, 000 For the 32nd meeting
NSR Subsidies 3, 000, 000 3, 000, 000
Incentive Award Prize Money 500, 000 500, 000 5 prize winners
Membership Fee Contribution 1, 980, 000 1, 817, 359 5)
Scholarly Activity Support Expenses 500, 000 40, 000 6)
International Exchange Expenses 100, 000 0
Consultation Fees 1, 000, 000 818, 000 Attorney consulting fees, etc.
Other 0 216, 000
(2) Administrative Expenses
Personnel expenses 20, 000, 000 18, 648, 691 7
Meeting Expenses 600, 000 404, 033 8)
Communication Expenses 900, 000 405, 706
Travel/Transportation Expenses 800, 000 817, 760
Printing Expenses 800, 000 270, 091
Equipment/Supplies Expenses 400, 000 323, 988
Office Lease Payments 3, 050, 000 2, 841, 300
Website Administration Expenses 750, 000 537,075
Telephone/Utilities Expenses 500, 000 445, 881
Office Equipment Rental Fees 750, 000 638, 451
Deposit Fees 750, 000 725, 738
Miscellaneous Income 100, 000 239, 076 9)
(3)0ther
Business Expense Reserves 250, 000 250, 000
Young Oversea Researcher Invitation 0 0
(4)Reserve Funds
Total expenditure 47, 230,000 yen 42,005,080 yen
Balance -9, 535,000 yen -1, 711, 201 yen
Carry over from the previous fiscal year 29, 067,009 yen 29, 067,009 yen
Balance to be carried forward to next year 19, 532, 009 yen 27, 355,808 yen

1) 3,000yen X 622members (New Regular members/Students)

2) 9,000yen X 3460members (Including shares in the past fiscal year)
3) 3,000yen X 757members (Including shares in the past fiscal year)
4) Subscription to The Neuroscience News, royalities, Deposit of The meeting and others

5) IBRO( $ 10.000),

Biological Science
6) The Union of Japanese Societies for Biological Science * EPMEWSE
7) 3 full-time, 4 part—-time (Including social insurance, etc.)
8) Meeting expenses for board of directors,

9) Annual Meeting advances,

other committees

repayment of incorrect deposit

FAONS ($2 X number of Regular Members), Federation of Societies for
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2008 Neuroscience Research Accounting
April 1, 2008 — December 31, 2008

Appendix 4

Budget Closing of accounts Remarks
April 1, 2008 - April 1, 2008 -
March 31, 2009 December 31, 2008
1 Income
Membgr Subscription Fees (levied 4,910, 400 yen 1,823, 650 yen About 800, 000 ygnicredlt
portion) settlement possibility
Research funds settlement
possibility 297,000 yen
Editing Expenses (from Elsevier) 1, 330, 000 665, 000
Royalties (from Elsevier) 3, 000, 000 2,751, 706 (16,851 euro)
Subsidies from the Society 3, 000, 000 3, 000, 000
Interest 1, 000 3,962
Miscellaneous Income 0 15,951
Subsldlcs for Symposium from 246, 048 (2,000 euro)
Elsevier
Total Income 12, 241, 400 yen 8, 506, 317 yen
2 Expenditures
(1)Production Expenses (to Elsevier)
Color Pages (content) 500, 000 yen 0 yen
Color Cover 1, 486, 000 0
Eloctron1c Version Creation 6,000, 000 0
ixpenses
Elgctronlc Version 1, 688, 000 0
Maintenance Expenses
Expenses for Production for 3. 863, 000 0
Members
For International Review
. 0 0
Committee
(2)Maintenance fee
Communication Expenses 10, 000 34,725 Including a foreign exchange fee
English Review Fees 50, 000 73,710
Requested Manuscript Fees 50, 000
Office Expenses 0
Printing Expenses 10, 000 11,970
Equipment Expenses 10, 000 0
Supplies 15, 000 17, 220
Miscellaneous Expenses 60, 000 8, 828 The credit settlement commission
Meeting Expenses 50, 000 75,703
Transportation Costs 100, 000 0
Advertising Fees(to Nature) 0 0
(3)Reserve Funds 0 0
Total Expenditures 13, 842, 000 yen 272,156 yen
Balance -1, 600, 600 yen 8, 234, 161 yen
Carry over from the previous fiscal 1,638,116 yen 1,638, 116 yen
year
Carry over to the next fiscal year 37,516 yen 9, 872,277 yen
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Appendix 5

Japan Neuroscience Society FY2009 Accounting Plan
January 1, 2009 — December 31, 2009

Budget Remarks
1 Income
Member Admission Fees 1, 200, 000 yen|3, 000yen X 400members
Regular Member Membership Fees 33, 660, 000 9, 000yen X (4350+200-150) members X 0. 85
Student Member Membership Fees 1, 852, 500 3, 000yen X (400+300-50) members X 0. 95
Supporting Member Membership Fees (100, 000) 1, 200, 000 100, 000yen X 12cases
Interest from Deposits 20, 000
Advertising Fees 1, 300, 000
Miscellaneous Income 0
Other 2, 000, 000 Repayment from loans of the 31st meeting
Total Income 41, 232, 500
2 Expenditures

(1)Business Expenses
Newsletter Printing Expenses 2,800, 000 yen|From No. 1 to No. 6, 2009
Newsletter Shipping Expenses 3, 100, 000 From No. 1 to No. 6, 2009
News English Review Fees 1, 000, 000
NSR Subsidies 3, 000, 000
Incentive Award Prize Money 500, 000
Membership Fee Contribution 1, 980, 000 1)
Scholarly Activity Support Expenses 500, 000
International Exchange Expenses 100, 000
Consultation Fees 1, 000, 000
Other

(2)Administrative Expenses
Personnel expenses 20, 000, 000 2)
Meeting Expenses 600, 000
Communication Expenses 700, 000
Travel/Transportation Expenses 900, 000
Printing Expenses 500, 000
Equipment/Supplies Expenses 500, 000
Office Lease Payments 3, 080, 000
Website Administration Expenses 750, 000
Telephone/Utilities Expenses 500, 000
Office Equipment Rental Fees 700, 000
Deposit Fees 800, 000
The Pamphlet Purchase 150, 000 Animal experiment communication meeting
Miscellaneous Income 100, 000

(3) Other
Business Expense Reserves 0
Young Overseas Employee Invitation Fund Reserves 0

(4)Reserve Funds

Total expenditure 43, 260, 000 yen

[Balance -2, 027,500 yen

Carry over from the previous fiscal year 27, 355, 808 yen

Balance to be carried forward to next year 25, 328, 308 yen

1) IBRO( $10.000),

2) 3 full-time, 4part-time (Including social insurance, etc.)

FAONS($2 x number of Regular Members), Federation of Societies for Biological Science
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Appendix 6
2009 Neuroscience Research Accounting Plan
January 1, 2009 — December 31, 2009
Budget Remarks
1 Income
Member Subscription Fees (levied portion) 3,960, 000 yen|19, 800yen X 200 (Expectation)
Editing Expenses (from Elsevier) 4, 000, 000
Royalties (from Elsevier) 3, 000, 000 6% Royalty (Expectation)
Subsidies from the Society 3, 000, 000
From a Naito memory foundation 1, 000, 000 1)
Intere: 1, 000
Miscellaneous Income 0
Subsidies for Symposium from Elsevier 246, 048 (2,000 euro)
Total Income 15, 207, 048 yen
2 Expenditures
(1) Production Expenses (to Elsevier)
Color Pages (content) 500, 000 yen|For 2007 submitted articles (Expectation)
Color Cover 1, 486, 000 For 2008
Electronic Version Creation Expenses 6, 000, 000 For 2008
Electronic Version Maintenance Expenses 1, 688, 000 For 2008
Expenses for Production for Members 4, 189, 837 19, 300yen X 217 (+Tax)
(2)Maintenance fee
Communication Expenses 40, 000 Including a foreign exchange fee
English Review Fees 100, 000
Requested Manuscript Fees 100, 000
Office Expenses
Printing Expenses 10, 000
Equipment Expenses 10, 000
Supplies 15, 000
Miscellaneous Expenses 20, 000 Including a credit settlement fee
Meeting Expenses 50, 000
Transportation Costs 100, 000
Subsidies for Symposium from Elsevier 492, 096
(3)Reserve Funds 0
Total Expenditures 14, 800, 933 yen
Balance 406, 115 yen
Carry over from the previous fiscal year 9, 872, 277 yen
Carry over to the next fiscal year- 10, 278, 392 yen

1) 1,000,000yen are going to receive money every year for 3 years
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A glimpse of the origin and essence
of Neuroscience

Workshop, Neural Mechanism of the
Cerebral Neuronal Unit, an impression
of the first timer

Satomi Ebara
Department of Anatomy,
Meiji University of Integrative Medicine

Buddhism philosophy says that, in this
world, everything is interconnected to each
other and flows down the time. Philosophy
may not be the most appropriate starting
point to describe my impression after I was
allowed to participate, for the first time, in
the Workshop of the National Institute of
Physiology in Okazaki. But, this is the idea
that comes to my mind first when I recall my
experience. Let me explain.

First of all, the central and the peripheral
nervous systems are closely interconnected.
This is self-evident and may not be even
worth mentioning. But there is no denying
that I, as one working on the PNS, felt a
vague sense of uneasiness that we often
forget this simple fact in our daily life.
Isn’t there a dichotomy between the CNS
is the
close network of researchers that spreads

and PNS? The second “connection”

geographically and temporally. I indeed felt a
deep gratitude and encouragement from my
experience with the Workshop.

Dr. Takaichi Fukuda, Department of
Anatomy, Kyushu University, with whom
I had communicated earlier regarding
our common interest in the field of feline
anatomy, kindly, asked me to participate in
the Workshop. When he told me that the
meeting is very active and interesting but is
predominantly on the CNS and that it would
be stimulating to have someone to discuss
the morphology of the PNS nerve terminals, I
took it as a wonderful opportunity as well as
a challenge to alleviate my sense of isolation

and to re-connect, so to speak, the CNS and
PNS.

The forty or so participants who looked to me
mostly under 40 all actively participated in
the discussion in a relaxed atmosphere. They
must be regulars to the meeting and I may
well have been the only one who was tense
under pressure with this first experience.
Interactions among the participants were
always active throughout the meeting.
Presentations were often interrupted by
questions and discussions, unlike in the
usual polite meetings. The allocated time
was often ignored. Although the title of the
Workshop says “the cerebral cortex”, actual
presentations included topics from the CNS
to the PNS. These were indeed exhausting
two days for me physically and mentally.

The first day started with analysis of the
pain circuit using the new and epoch-making
in vivo spinal patch-clamping technique
(Dr. Hidemasa Furue, Kyushu University).
Many arguments from different viewpoints
particularly raised the temperature of the
discussion when Dr. Takashi Kitsukawa
(Osaka University) presented his analysis
of cerebral neuronal activities of the mice
walking on a specially-made wheel with
randomly placed pegs possibly being
guided by previous learning and memory.
I was the third speaker and presented
my morphological analyses of the PNS
The
banquet that followed provided an important

sensory terminals including vibrissae.

opportunity to further extend discussions in
a relaxed and friendly environment lubricated
by suitable concentrations of ethanol and
delicious foods. The second day started with
a discussion of how animals achieve the
“global max” even through what appears
to be irrational behaviors by strategically
judging the prey in front of them and
myriads of its surroundings (Dr. Hiroshi
Sakai, Tamagawa University). Honestly I
felt that this was beyond me both in concept
as well as in substance. The meeting was
concluded with an elegant physiological and
anatomical study on the globus pallidus as
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to how the patch and the matrix maintain
the respective characteristics and are
interconnected (Dr. Masami Miura, Tokyo
Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology) .

It was particularly interesting to realize
that the phenomena discussed in the
five presentations from the five diverse
disciplines could all occur in a single animal.
This indicates an obvious but very important
point that animals are highly complex but
well integrated from their structures to
physiological functions to behavior and that
they can only be studied also by highly
complex and integrated approaches.

There was no denying that I was feeling a
vague sense of isolation as an outsider of
the field, no doubt partly exacerbated by my
chronic stiff shoulder and the neck strain
during sleep. But the main reason for my
frustration was the nagging feeling that PNS
studies are not sufficiently integrated into
CNS studies. It is true that, we, workers
in the field of the PNS should be more
cognizant of the recent advances in the
sensory information processing in the CNS.
At the same time, I do also feel that progress
in the PNS studies can be more effectively
utilized by CNS studies. Isn’t the role of the
PNS perhaps unintentionally underestimated
as mere mechanical machines for input/
Is the
information processing important only when
it takes place within the CNS? 1 felt that I,
as a member of the PNS community, should

output of the outside information?

make more efforts to promote the dialogue
between CNS and PNS studies.

On the way home, Dr. Takeshi Kaneko (Kyoto
University) , the organizer of the meeting, Dr.
Fukuda, and the other chairman, Dr. Toshio
Aoyagi (Kyoto University), and I stopped
at an old restaurant near Kanayama station,
well known for its eel dishes. Even the famed
gourmet, Dr. Kaneko, appeared satisfied. A
revelation came to me while eating their
special eel dish, “kamamabushi”. In order to
achieve the bliss that comes after best meals,
all peripheral sensory terminals and the
central nervous system must come together

and collaborate. This is exactly the essence
of neuroscience!!

I would like to thank the organizers of
the Workshop who gave me this invaluable
opportunity and hope this initiates fruitful

collaborations in the future.
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Laboratory Introduction

Kae Nakamura
Kansai Medical University,
Department of Physiology 2

The overall goal of our laboratory, department
of physiology, Kansai Medical University, is
to establish the function of the brain at the
system level.

After 6 years residency in emergency
medicine and psychiatry, I changed my carrier
to basic science. During my Ph. D, at Dr.
Okihide Hikosaka’s lab (currently NIH),
Juntendo University, I studied the role of
cortico-basal ganglia loops for the acquisition
of sequential movements. 1 was fascinated
by monkeys ability to learn many ‘telephone
numbers’, pretty much like we key-press phone
numbers of different friends. I've learned how
to perform single-unit extracellular recordings
and pharmacological manipulation in non-
human primates performing psychological
tasks. I also learned ‘how to do research’
by working with Okihide, which is still the
treasure in my life.

Then I moved to US and continued
neurophysiology using nonhuman primates
for 10 years. First, in Drs. Carol Colby and
Carl Olson’s lab at University of Pittsburgh,
I found that the extrastriate visual areas do
not simply process visual scene passively, but
their representation is dynamically updated
Together with
young Ph. D students about 10 years younger

by saccadic eye movements.

than me, I learned thoroughly how to write
manuscripts and grants, how to do job-
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hunting, and how to lead one’s own lab as a
principal investigator.

In 2004 Dr. Hikosaka moved to NIH and I was
lucky to be able to work with him again but
now as a postdoc, to study the role of basal
ganglia. Our behavior is influenced by inner
bias such as reward bias. For example, if
you expect more reward, you tend to behave
faster. Okihide group has already shown
that the anticipatory activity of the striatum,
a part of the basal ganglia, is correlated with
biasing behavior based on reward. However,
we now decided to seek ‘causality of the
activity of the striatum for reward-guided
behavior. The striatum is the major target
of dopamine and it has been shown that
dopamine plays an important role in plastic
changes in the striatum at the cellular level.
By the pharmacological manipulation, I found
that dopamine D1 receptor in the striatum is
critical for reward-dependent modulation of
I further found that the activity of

single neurons in the dorsal raphe nucleus, a

action.

major source of serotonin, is also modulated by
reward information, but in a different way from
dopamine neurons.

Honestly speaking, I'd rather avoid the issue
of neurotransmitters because the function
often looks variable and subtle. Even so, I
can't help but studying it when I recall the
depression patients looked so different after
the treatment by antidepressants; after all, we
can't talk about the brain without talking about
neurotransmitters! So, I determined myself
to keep studying them even though it may be
rough.

Our central question focuses on how our
brain encodes and decodes reward and
punishment information, and the mechanisms
that put that information to use in decision
The

hypothesis is that the regulation of the cortico-

making and in the control of behavior.

basal ganglia loop by neurotransmitters
such as dopamine and serotonin may be the
mechanisms. The main experimental tool
is electrophysiological recording from single
neurons and pharmacological challenges in

behaving monkeys. We know many drugs for

the psychiatric diseases modulate the function
of neurotransmitters. However, we know very
little about how they modulate information
processing in the neuronal circuit. I hope
the results will lead to the understandings
and treatments of neuropsychiatric diseases,
presumably caused, at least partly, by
unbalanced neurotransmitters.

I think open discussions between researchers
sharing similar goals are extremely important
for a successful research. We actually have
some active system-neuroscience labs and
many great and somewhat funny researchers
in the Kinki-area. If you are interested in the
role of neurotransmitters in cognition, please
feel free to contact me by e-mail (nakamkae®@

takii. kmu. ac. jp).
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— Neuroscience Topics —

Regulation mechanism and roles of
cerebellar synaptic plasticity

Tomoo Hirano
Department of Biophysics,
Graduate School of Science,
Kyoto University

The cerebellum is implicated in motor
control and learning. The regular and simple
synaptic organization of the cerebellar cortex
is advantageous in the study to analyze the
functional mechanism of neuronal circuit.
Purkinje cells are sole output neurons in the
cerebellar cortex, and receive excitatory and
inhibitory synaptic inputs (Figure 1). These
synapses show activity-dependent modulations
of transmission efficacy (synaptic plasticity),
which have been regarded as cellular bases for
motor learning. We have been analyzing the
induction, maintenance and regulation mechanism
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of synaptic plasticity at a molecular level using
cerebellar culture preparations. Since October
2003, we have been engaged in a CREST project
supported by Japan Science and Technology
Corporation, and studying not only the molecular
mechanism of synaptic plasticity, but also roles of
synaptic function in the information processing
in the cerebellar cortex and in the motor control
and learning in a whole animal. Here, I would like
to briefly describe some results obtained by the
project.

A Purkinje cell receives two types of excitatory
synaptic inputs, one from parallel fibers (axons of
granule cells) and the other from a climbing fiber
(an axon of inferior olivary neuron). Repetitive
coupled activation of these two inputs results in
the decrease in transmission efficacy at parallel
fiber-Purkinje cell synapses. This synaptic
plasticity is called long-term depression (LTD),
and has been considered as a critical mechanism
for motor learning (see Ito, 2001). Ionotropic
glutamate receptor 62 subunit (GluRd2), which
is selectively expressed on the postsynaptic
membrane of Purkinje cell apposed to a parallel
fiber presynaptic terminal, is required for
induction of LTD (see Hirano, 2006). We found
that the interaction of GluR¢2 with PICK1, which
plays a role in the endocytosis of AMPA type
glutamate receptor, was involved in LTD (Yawata
et al, 2006) (Figure 2). Interesting results were
also obtained regarding delphilin, another binding
partner of GluRd2. We reasoned that delphilin
might be also implicated in the LTD induction
because of its selective localization similar to
GluR62, and performed electrophysiological
analyses. In the mutant mice deficient in delphilin,
LTD was induced more easily, and the Ca*
requirement for LTD induction was reduced.
Further, we found that a type of motor learning
was facilitated in the mutant mice (Takeuchi et
al, 2008) . These results, together with the report
that motor learning failure occurs in GluRo 2
knockout mice (Katoh et al, 2005), showed good
correlation between LTD and motor learning
(Figure 2), and suggest that the induction
efficacy of synaptic plasticity might correlate
with the learning efficacy in general. However, 1
want to note that facilitation of motor learning in

delphilin knockout mice might be task-dependent.
Understanding of precise mechanism of synaptic
plasticity will contribute to deeper understanding
of learning processes.

Using GluRd2 knockout mice, the motor control
mechanism was studied. The mutant mice showed
severe failure in motor control. Examination of
eye movements revealed that GluRo2 knockout
mice showed rhythmic involuntary movements
and the significant delay in optokinetic response,
which is a reflex eye movement to stabilize
the visual image during head motion. In vivo
recording of Purkinje cell activity during eye
movements suggested that enhanced climbing
fiber inputs relative to parallel fiber inputs
caused these abnormal movements and provided
an explanation why the frequency of climbing
fiber inputs is very low (about 1 Hz) in wild-type
animals (Yoshida et al, 2004, 2007) .

Synaptic plasticity at inhibitory synapses on a
Purkinje cell has also been studied. Repetitive
strong depolarization such as caused by climbing
fiber inputs increases the efficacy of GABAergic
transmission at inhibitory interneuron-Purkinje
cell synapses. This synaptic plasticity is called
rebound potentiation (RP). We found that
GABARAP protein, which binds to GABA(A)
receptor, plays a critical role in the induction
and maintenance of RP (Kawaguchi & Hirano,
2007). A theoretical approach was also adopted
in the RP study. A kinetic model for the
complicated intracellular molecular network
regulating RP was constructed, and computer
simulation was performed. We have succeeded
to replicate electrophysiological results. Further,
some theoretical predictions were obtained, and
electrophysiological experiments to confirm them
are underway.

Clarification of roles of synaptic plasticity other
than LTD at parallel fiber-Purkinje neuron
synapses such as RP and long-term potentiation
(LTP) is important. Mutant mice defective in a
particular neuronal type or synaptic function in
the cerebellar cortex are available now (Watanabe
et al., 1998; Wada et al., 2007). Using these
mice, elucidation or clarification of roles of each
cerebellar cortical circuit unit such as a type of
cell or synapse in addition to synaptic plasticity,
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might be feasible. In such study, combination
of theoretical approaches with physiological
experiments such as used in the RP study, would
facilitate our understanding of the functioning
mechanism of cerebellar neuronal circuit.
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— Gender-Free Forum —

Grants and fellowship information
for female and child raising
researchers

Tatsumi Hirata

Gender Equality Committee of the Japan
Neuroscience Society

National Institute of Genetics

It has been three years since the Japan
Neuroscience Society established the Gender
Equality Committee. As has previously been
reported in Neuroscience News, the Japan
Neuroscience Society is very highly rated in
“glass ceiling index” as the organization has
similar percentages of female members in
student and regular member categories. We
are also pleased to announce that the child-
care service at annual meetings has been
gaining increasing popularity.

Recently, many research grants and
fellowships for female and child raising
researchers have been provided by
government agencies and private foundations.
Some of these grant programs are outlined
below. We are sorry that some of the
application deadlines have already passed.
Please keep an eye on the program next year.

L oreal UNESCO Co-sponsored Fellowships for
Women in Science
http://www.nihon-loreal.co.jp/_ja/_jp/index.
aspx

This fellowship has been established for
women under the age of 40 who are either
already enrolled in, or preparing to enroll in,
a doctoral program in life science or physical
science, and will undertake research in Japan
for next one year. One million yen for one
year.
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Shiseido Female Researcher Science Grant
http://www.shiseido.co.jp/doctor/grants/
science.htm

Research grants of one million yen each for
female researchers who undertake research
in life science at a university or a public
research institution in Japan. No restrictions
on nationality or age.

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
Restart Postdoctoral Fellowship (RPD)
http://www.jsps.go.jp/j-pd/rpd_gaiyo.html
Applicants must hold a Ph. D. as of April 1
of the fiscal year in which the application
is approved. The fellowship is intended for
researchers whose research was interrupted
for at least three months because of
childbirth or childcare responsibilities during
the past five-year period. Monthly stipend of
364,000 yen.

Ajinomoto Shougakukai Graduate Student
Scholarships Support for Child Raising
Researchers

http://www.aji-syogakukai.or.jp/

Applicants should have completed the study
required for a doctorate and obtained the
necessary credits in a graduate course
in chemistry or another science. The
grant is intended for persons returning to
university research work after having had
their research activities interrupted for at
least 3 months by childbirth or childcare
responsibilities during the past six years.
Applicants may be either Japanese citizens
or foreign nationals resident in Japan. No
restrictions on age or sex. Monthly stipend of
100,000 yen.

Hayashi Grant Fund for Female Researchers
in Natural Sciences
http://www.chuomitsui.co.jp/koueki/k_topm.
html

Applicants should be female researchers
of any nationality undertaking basic
research in life science at a university or
a research institute established by a non-
profit organization. University professors and

persons holding a similar title are not eligible
to apply. Maximum of three million yen.

Hayashi Fellowship for Female Researchers in
Natural Sciences
http://www.chuomitsui.co.jp/koueki/k_topm.
html

Applicants should be female researchers of
any nationality who have been enrolled in
a doctoral program for at least one year,
or who are not yet enrolled in a doctoral
program but are undertaking research with
the eventual aim of submitting a doctoral
thesis. One million yen per annum.

Fumi Yamamura Memorial Foundation for
Female Natural Scientists Fellowship
http://www.chuomitsui.co.jp/koueki/k_topm.
html

Applicants should be female researchers of
any nationality who already hold a Ph. D. but
who are not currently employed in a full-time
position. Two million yen per annum.

Naito Foundation Grant for Female
Researchers
http://www.naito-f.or.jp/index2.html

This grant program provides financial
support for female researchers undertaking
basic research in natural sciences whose
research activity has been interrupted
by childbirth or childcare responsibilities.
Applicants should be female researchers who
hold a doctorate and have already achieved
significant results in an innovative basic
research filed in natural sciences, and who
returned to work or expect to return to work
within 3 years of giving birth. Three million
yen per annum.
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We welcome

submissions to

Neuroscience News

As well as information about job vacancies,
academic meetings, symposiums and subsidies,
you are also welcome to submit your proposals
to the Society, comments on neuroscience,
meeting reports, book reviews, and anything
that will contribute to the development of
neuroscience. Submissions should conform to
the requirements noted below: submissions
will only be accepted in the form of electronic
media.

A) How to submit proposals to the Society,
comments on neuroscience, meeting reports,
and book reviews

There are no restrictions on the article length,
but we expect a positive contribution to the
development of neuroscience. Neuroscience
News is in the process of transition to an
English-language journal, so we would be
grateful if you could send your submissions in
both Japanese- and English-language versions.
Arranging translation into English is a time-
consuming business, so if you submit an
English-language version together with the
Japanese-language version this will help to
reduce the amount of time from submission to
publication. The Neuroscience News Editing
Subcommittee will decide timing of publication
depending on its content.

B) How to submit information related to job
vacancies, academic meetings, symposiums and
subsidies

Submissions (including image files and tables)
should be contained within half an A4-sized
page (double-column format) . As far as
possible, the font size should be 14 for titles
and 10 for body text; the titles should not
exceed 30 characters in length, and the body
text should not exceed 850 in length. Please

allow for the size of image files and tables
and deduct accordingly when calculating the
number of characters.

1. Ideally files should be submitted in either
Word or WordPerfect format. If you want to
use another format, please consult with us in
advance. HTML and RTF files are acceptable
regardless of what application software was
used to create the file.

2. Image files should be in PICT, JPEG, or
TIFF, and should be compressed as much as
possible. Please send them separately from the
text file.

3. Submissions will not be edited before
publication; it is your own responsibility to
ensure that they do not contain any errors or
mistakes.

4. Submissions will be published in only one
issue of Neuroscience News.

5. Information regarding job vacancies,
academic meetings, symposiums, and subsidies
will be also posted on the website of the Japan
Neuroscience Society unless you specifically
request otherwise. While there are no
restrictions on length, your submission should
be as succinct as possible. If a submission is
excessively long, some content may be edited
out.

6. We are not normally willing to include links
to other websites on our site.

7. The deadline for submissions is normally the
25th of February, April, June, August, October
and December; however, this deadline is subject
to change.

8. There is no charge for publication of
submissions in Neuroscience News. However,
submissions are normally accepted from
members of the JNS or from sponsors or
supporting organizations.

9. Submissions should be sent to the following
e-mail address:news@jnss.org

(The editing supervisor is Dr. Tomoaki
Shirao; each issue is edited by a different
member of The Neuroscience News Editing
Subcommiittee.)
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