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CALL FOR REGISTRATION AND ABSTRACTS 
**Please note that registration opens mid May** 

 
We are calling for registrations and abstracts for this year’s AWCBR, to be held 24-28 August 2013 at the 
Copthorne Resort Hotel in Queenstown, New Zealand. We sincerely hope you are able to accept our 
invitation to attend and participate in New Zealand’s annual international Neuroscience conference. 
 
We are delighted to have as invited speakers:   
 

Professor Ingrid Scheffer, Chair of Paediatric Neurology Research, The University of Melbourne 
 

Professor Anne Young, Harvard University, USA 
 

Professor Robert Shepherd, Director, Bionics Institute and The University of Melbourne  
 
With Queenstown Research Week, we will also be part of the QRW Nobel Laureate Lecture: 
 

Professor Susumu Tonegawa, Picower Professor of Biology and Neuroscience 
Director, RIKEN-MIT Center for Neural Circuit Genetics 

 
In addition, in relation to Prof Tonegawa’s presentation, we will be holding a joint session with QMB at 

Rydges Hotel on “Learning and Memory”. Speakers will be announced shortly. 
 

We are also pleased to announce that we will be holding a session with Medsci at Rydges Hotel. The topic of 
this session will be “Mechanisms of Signalling across the Blood/Brain Barrier”. Speakers in this session are: 
 

Professor William Banks, University of Washington, USA 
Professor Alistair Ferguson, Queen's University, Canada 
Dr Rosemary Brown, University of Otago, New Zealand 
Professor Ian Tucker, University of Otago, New Zealand 

 
Below we provide you with specific details concerning conference registration, abstract submission, 
accommodation, and social arrangements, etc. Registration and abstract submission should be undertaken 
via our website (www.awcbr.org).  
 
  



ABSTRACT AND EARLY-BIRD REGISTRATION DEADLINE   
The deadline for receipt of your abstract and Early-Bird registration is 12 July, after which the Standard 
registration fee applies. Please note that abstracts must be received by the Early Bird deadline. 
No abstract will be accepted unless accompanied by the appropriate registration fee, which covers entry to all 
scientific sessions of AWCBR. Standard registrations will be accepted up to 11 August.  
 
Registration Fees (incl GST): 
Early Bird regular: $375 
Early Bird student: $195 
Standard regular: $450 
Standard student: $280 
 
QUEENSTOWN RESEARCH WEEK 
We are pleased to be part of Queenstown Research Week (www.queenstownresearchweek.org). 
Queenstown Research Week 2013 will be the biggest science event in New Zealand this year. It will bring 
together the Queenstown Molecular Biology Meetings, the New Zealand Medical Sciences Congress and 
the Australasian Winter Brain Meetings plus 6 satellite meetings (see website for details on these 
www.queenstownresearchweek.org).  
 
If you would like to attend multiple meetings as part of QRW, the below table describes the registration costs: 

Registration Type Early Bird 
Registration 

before 12 July 

Standard 
Registration 

Early Bird 
Registration 

before 12 July: 
Student 

Standard 
Registration: 

Student 

1 Meeting Block $375 $450 $195 $280 
2 Meeting Blocks $495 $595 $295 $380 
3 Meeting blocks $595 $695 $395 $480 

 
STUDENT TRAVEL GRANTS 
Postgraduate students are warmly encouraged to attend the meeting, and to present their work if it is 
sufficiently advanced. Presenting students from New Zealand are also eligible for a conference travel grant. 
Applications for grants, using the form provided, must be received by 12 July. Applicants will be 
notified of the amount of the award as soon as possible after this date. Grants will be paid at the conference 
and payment is subject to registration for the entire AWCBR and presentation of a paper. Student travel 
grants are provided through the generosity of the Neurological Foundation of New Zealand, and are given 
only to persons studying in New Zealand. Successful applicants will receive a full refund of the Early Bird 
registration fee plus a grant-in-aid for travel, pro-rated based on distance to be travelled. The Goddard Prize, 
for the oral best presentation by a student, and The Student Poster Prize, will be awarded at the end of the 
last session of the conference. 
 
ABSTRACT DETAILS 
We encourage all participants to consider presenting a paper at the meeting. The abstracts of the conference 
will be subject to review and published on our website, www.awcbr.org in the Proceedings of the 
International Australasian Winter Conference on Brain Research. Please make your abstracts as complete 
as possible, including a full description of the experimental results, while adhering to the 300 total word limit. 
Unacceptable abstracts will be returned to the authors, who will be asked to submit a revised abstract. A 
sample abstract with instructions appears at the end of this letter. No changes to the abstracts can be 
accepted after 12 July 2013.  
 
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
The scientific sessions begin on Saturday evening, 24 August, following an opening cocktail hour. They then 
run from approximately 8.00 am to 9.30 am, 4.30 pm to 6.00 pm and then 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm on most other 
days. All sessions will be held at the Copthorne Resort Hotel, Frankton Road, Queenstown, except for the 
poster session (Monday PM) and the Wednesday morning oral session joint with Medsci (these will be 
hosted at Rydges Hotel). We also wil participate in the Fashionomics competition this year (Tuesday night), 
so start planning your  costume (which must be entirely made of lab gear)! On all days, a light breakfast and 
afternoon tea (costs included in the registration fee) will be served half an hour before the appropriate 
session. The meeting will close after lunch on Wednesday 28 August.  
 
  



Standard oral presentations by conference attendees are 15 minutes total presentation time, including 
5 minutes for questions. Depending on the number of abstracts received, the length of presentation and/or 
the duration of the sessions may be changed. No parallel sessions will be scheduled, if at all possible. A data 
projector, MacIntosh and PC computers will be available for PowerPoint presentations. Oral presenters 
should (a) bring their PowerPoint files on a CD or memory stick, (b) not compress video clips before inserting 
into Powerpoint, and (c) ensure that linked videos are set to run from the “current folder”. Please use your 
surname when naming your powerpoint presentation file. 
 
A major strength of AWCBR is the broad range of topics covered and the general interest of participants in 
the wide diversity of papers. Should you wish to organise a symposium on a topic of your interest, please 
contact AWCBR as soon as possible. 
 
POSTER SESSION 
We will once again hold a dedicated poster session which will be held in conjunction with Medsci 2013. 
Registrants are asked to indicate during the on-line registration, whether they would prefer an oral 
communication or poster presentation, but please be aware that your first choice cannot be guaranteed. For 
student presentations, oral presentation slots will first be allocated to those more advanced in their degree. 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
Accommodation can be booked through the Registration website at the Copthorne Resort Hotel. At any other 
venue, registrants should make their own accommodation bookings. Some other accommodation options are 
listed on the last page of this document. 
 
REGISTRATION 
To register for AWCBR, please go to our website (www.awcbr.org). Note the Early-Bird registration and 
abstract deadline of 12 July.  
 
The conference dinner, a sumptuous buffet meal at the Skyline Lodge, will be held on Sunday 25 August. 
The price is NZ$100 (GST incl) per person, ($60 per student), which includes a bar tab and entertainment. It 
will be a fantastic evening. Seating is limited, and tickets will be issued on a first-paid, first-served basis and, 
to avoid disappointment, you are advised to order dinner tickets while registering for the meeting.  
 
A second social event that can be signed up for on the registration website is the postgraduate student 
dinner. This will be held at Winnies on Monday 26 August after the poster session, and will cost $25 (GST 
incl). 
 
We look forward to seeing you in Queenstown and sharing what we hope will be a lively interdisciplinary 
exchange of data and views on brain research.  
 

Johanna Montgomery 
Chair, AWCBR 
 
 
REMEMBER 
1. Register and submit abstracts online at www.awcbr.org. Deadline for Early Bird registration and 

abstracts is 12 July. No abstracts will be received after this date and standard registration fees will 
apply.  

2. Dinner tickets are first-paid, first-served. 
3. Applications for student travel grants must be sent by post or fax on the enclosed form by 12 July. 
4. Our email address is awcbr@psy.otago.ac.nz; Fax: 64 (0)3 479 8335 
 
 
Alternative accommodation options (you must make your own bookings for these): 
 
A nearby backpackers lodge 
http://www.blacksheepbackpackers.co.nz/  
 
Earnslaw Lodge: 
http://www.earnslawlodge.co.nz 
 
General accommodation 
http://www.queenstown-nz.co.nz/information/Accommodation/ 



ABSTRACT INSTRUCTIONS 
Head the abstract with the title in upper and lower case; authors (presenter first); affiliation and address. 
Each of these should be on a separate line. No abstract should exceed 300 words including title, 
affiliation, etc. The abstract style should conform to the APA guidelines (see back issues of the Proceedings 
on our website). All abstracts should be submitted online via the AWCBR website (www.awcbr.org). 
Abstracts should contain a statement of the problem, brief methods, clear results, and a statement of the 
conclusions or significance of the findings. Abstracts will be reviewed and may be returned to the authors for 
modification. 
 
Note: the abstract file should be titled with the FIRST author’s name as: “lastname-firstname-AWCBR”. 
The first author must be the presenting author. 
 
SAMPLE ABSTRACT 
 

Apoptotic Purkinje Cell Death in the Neonatal Rat Cerebellum Following a Single Exposure to Ethanol on 
Postnatal Days 0 to 4 

 
N. M. IDRUS and R. M. A. NAPPER 

 
Department of Anatomy and Structural Biology 

University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand 
 
The cerebellar Purkinje cells (Pcells) have been studied extensively in the rodent, and a temporal window 
of vulnerability to ethanol-induced death exists from postnatal day (PD) 4 to 6. The endpoint of this 
temporal window has been thoroughly investigated, but the time of onset has not. This study aimed to 
determine the earliest timepoint postnatally following exposure to ethanol, at which Pcells express active 
caspase-3, a key enzyme involved in the initiation and regulation of apoptotic cell death. On G22 (PD 0), 
the pups of timed pregnant Sprague-Dawley dams were randomly assigned to groups – alcohol-exposed 
(AE), intubation controls, and suckle controls (SC) – and to days PD 0-4. On each day, pups were 
perfusion-fixed at 8, 10, and 12 hours after the initial ethanol exposure. Cerebella were removed, wax-
embedded, and serial 5um-thick sections cut. Sections were immunolabeled for active caspase-3 and the 
number of caspase-3 positive Pcells counted using the physical disector method. The number of labeled 
Pcells in the cerebellar vermis was significantly greater (p<0.05) in ethanol-treated animals compared to 
controls for all days studied (e.g. mean number of caspase-3 positive Pcells: AE = 74.33 compared to SC 
= 18.00 for PD1). This study shows that the window of vulnerability for Pcells to ethanol exposure during 
development is longer than previously thought.  

 

POSTER INSTRUCTIONS 

Posters should have a maximum width of 1.0 m. They should be self-contained and self-explanatory.   



APPLICATION FOR STUDENT TRAVEL GRANT – 2013 AWCBR 
(Must be sent by post or fax [03 479 8335], as your Head of Department’s signature is required.) 
 
 
Full Name:  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Institutional address:  ____________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email:  _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Degree enrolled for: Honours / Masters / PhD    Full / Part-time 
 
If PhD or Masters student, please state which year you began your PhD/Masters:  ____________  
 
Title of paper you are presenting and are first author for: 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Estimated travel costs coming to AWCBR:  ___________________________________________  
 
 1. Are you receiving travel support from other sources (eg, from a funding body or as part of 

a scholarship)? If yes, from whom and for how much? 
 
  _________________________________________________________________________  
 
 2. Do you have travel grant applications pending? If yes, to whom and for how much? 
 
  _________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Signature of Applicant: _____________________________ Date:  _____________________ 
 
Signature of Head of Department: ______________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
 
Printed name of Head of Department: ___________________________ 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible for a travel grant, a student must be a postgraduate student attending a New Zealand 
University, and be the presenting author of a paper at AWCBR. Student grants are made from funds 
provided by the Neurological Foundation of New Zealand. AWCBR reserves the right to administer these 
funds entirely as its Executive Committee shall see fit. This form neither implies that any funds will be 
available for student grants in this or any subsequent year, nor that all available funds in any year will 
necessarily be distributed. Payments will be made at the conference. 
 

 Students receiving a travel grant from AWCBR are expected to be in attendance for the 
whole conference. 

 Deadline for student travel grant application is 12 July. 
 


